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Pennings from your priest . . . 

Christ Church in Montpelier, Vermont is located 

about three blocks from the Vermont Statehouse.   As 

such, the rector has long been one of the clergy who 

delivers the opening prayer at each day’s legislative 

session. 

 Even though I was the interim I was not exempt.  

In fact, I delivered the prayer before the House and 

Senate on seven occasions during my 18-months at 

Christ Church. 

 For quite some time I have been uncomfortable 

with the notion of public prayer for a couple of reasons.  

First, when I delivered the prayer before the Vermont 

legislature I was under no illusion that people were 

taking to heart what I said in my prayer.   

Some members of the House or Senate did not 

even appear on the floor until after I had finished 

praying.  Little wonder since it is said that Vermont is 

the most un-churched state in the country. 

 Second, in order to pray so as not to offend 

anyone I did not pray in the name of Jesus, only in the 

name of God.  I understand that we are a diverse 

culture and to pray in such a way is respectful of other 

faith traditions.   But, frankly, when I pray like that 

something is missing for me.  I would rather that those 

giving the prayer were more diverse – Jews, Muslims, 

Buddhists, for example – and could pray in a manner 

that is true to her or his tradition. 

 On May 5, 2014, the United States Supreme 

Court in Greece v. Galloway ruled that the town board 

of Greece, New York, a suburb of Rochester, had not 

violated the United States Constitution by starting its 

public meetings with prayer.  Justice Anthony Kennedy 

wrote for the majority on the court when he said that 

the prayers were ceremonial (emphasis mine) and 

intended to convey the seriousness and dignity of the 

occasion. 

 In a 1983 case from Nebraska, Marsh v 

Chambers, the Court ruled that prayer at the start of a 

legislative session by a Presbyterian minister was 

permissible.  However, Justice Elena Kagan, writing for 

the minority in the Greece case, argued that the current 

case is materially different from the 1983 Nebraska 

decision because "Greece's town meetings involve 

participation by ordinary citizens, and the invocations 

given — directly to those citizens — were 

predominantly sectarian in content."i 

 Justice Kagan and the other three justices 

disagreed with their five colleagues, who were in the 

majority, about whether meetings of local boards are 

substantially different than legislative sessions.  While 

meetings of legislatures include lawmakers and 

spectators, local meetings also include citizens who 

must be present if they are to do business with the 

government.ii 

 Citizens who are present might feel compelled 

to participate when they do not wish to do so or they 

can choose not to participate in a very public manner.  

Neither of those is desirable, Kagan argued. 

 My take on public prayer is that most of it is a 

waste of time – certainly at the national level where 

self-interest, acrimony, and hostility are what carry the 

day.  It is almost as if our national legislators cover their 
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ears so as not to hear what is being prayed on their 

behalf.   

I am quite confident that no chaplain would 

pray for the behavior demonstrated by most of our 

national legislators.  That begs the question then about 

the efficacy of prayer by the House and Senate 

Chaplains. 

 It is true that chaplains have been hanging 

around the Congress since 1789.  All Senate Chaplains 

have been Christian.  The current Chaplain of the Senate 

is the first African-American and first Seventh Day 

Adventist to hold the position; the current Chaplain of 

the House is a Roman Catholic Priest.  

Justice Kennedy noted in his opinion in the 

Greece case that prayers were “meant to lend gravity to 

the occasion and reflect values long part of the nation’s 

heritage.”iii  Just because a prayer might lend gravity to 

an occasion is no guarantee that it will be taken 

seriously.   Certainly some other mechanism can be 

devised that would lend gravity to the occasion of a 

public meeting.   

Should we continue to engage in public prayer 

just because we always have?  I, for one, do not think 

so.  

 I have not talked with any colleagues on the 

subject of public prayer.  So I do not know how they feel 

about the subject.  Perhaps I am in the minority.  That 

being said I cannot believe that I am alone in my 

feelings about public prayer. 

 Are you a public official whose governing body 

opens with prayer?  How do you feel about that? 

 Are you someone who has been at a public 

meeting that has begun with public prayer?  Did you 

wish you could leave or were you fine with it? 

 If you have an opinion let me know.  I am eager 

to add your perspective to my ongoing thinking on this 

subject. 

Rev. Ann 

 

TRANSITIONS  

 

Welcome  

 back to Carol Semerau 

to Lauren McCullen, James Jezewski and Keirah 

McCullen 

 

Sympathies 

 to the family and friends of Leo Yacks 

to Dee Mulholland in the death of her mother 

Ruth Upton 

 

THANK YOU 

 

 to all of the workers who helped with the Good 

Friday clean up of the sanctuary and brass polishing 

 

 Ed Benisz 

 Kerry Brown 

 Elisabeth Campbell 

 Bobbie Hunter 

 Taylor Langstaff 

 Chuck and Mickie Leibrand 

 Nancy Mayhew 

 Tod Meisel  

 Pat and George Middleton 

 Bruce Sherbeck 

 Jett Whitehead 

 

 to Susan Harris, Mickie Leibrand and Dee 

Mulholland who provided the  reception after the May 

11, 2014, Evensong 

 

 to Nicholas Schmelter for his volunteer work as 

organist for our Evensongs this season 

 

 to coffee hour hosts in May Jett and Shelley 

Whitehead, the Historical Guild and Bobbie Hunter 

 

 to Mickie Leibrand for washing and ironing all of 

the acolyte cassocks and cottas 

 

 to Tod Meisel, Bruce Sherbeck and Michelle Giffel 

for unpacking the new chairs 

 

 to Monica Borrello for the beautiful guitar music 

during communion every month 
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 to the Historical Guild for the carnations on 

Mother’s Day 

 

 to Trinity Sunday School for making the get well 

cards for Marshall Carter 

 

 to Mickie Leibrand, Elisabeth Campbell, Nancy 

Mayhew and Bobbie Hunter for all of the extra Altar 

Guild duty during Holy Week 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

 

 We are excited to welcome a new senior choir 

member.  Lauren McCullen played clarinet in high 

school but has not done much singing.  She will be 

wearing a black cassock only and do more listening then 

singing.  This is how new singers learn about choir 

singing in programs all over the world.  She completed 

the music theory  book in one day which is amazing.  

Now we are concentrating on teaching her  how to use 

her voice correctly.   We are all proud of her hard work 

and what she brings to our ministry. 

 

 This leads to an invitation to anyone in the parish 

who is interested in music to consider becoming a 

member of the choir.  Singing is a very learnable skill.  

Please talk to Bob Sabourin for more information 

 

CHOIR SCHEDULE 

 

 The Senior will be finished for the season on 

Pentecost.  The Bell Choir will play on June 15, and then 

be on vacation for the summer.  Please check the 

following dates for the beginning of rehearsals in the 

fall. 

 

 September 4, 2014 7:00 p.m. Senior Choir 

 September 8, 2014 6:30 p.m.  Bell Choir 

 September 9, 2014 4:30 p.m.  Choristers 

 

 Thank you to all of our musicians for your faithful 

service this season.   

 

 
 
 
 

                     Trinity Church 
              Her People, Her Building   
                     Then and Now 
  
                    The Holy Trinity 
  
"Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee, Casting 
down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Which wert, and art, and ever-more shalt be." 
 
The Hymnal 1982 - Hymn Tune Nicea, # 362, vs 
2   Among the traditional and favorite hymn tunes, 
Nicea     has a special meaning for Trinity Church as 
this is our  namesake. One could say our patronal 
feast day. 
 
The word "Trinity" comes from the Latin noun 
"trinitas" meaning "three in one". It was first used 
by Theophilus of Antioch about 180 A.D., and  
though not providing a definition, it did provide a 
term of reference. By the 3rd century, Tertullian is 
credited as being the first to use the Latin words 
"Trinity, person, and substance" to explain that the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are "one in essence, not 
in persons". The Trinity expresses the belief that 
God is one Being made up of three distinct Persons 
who exist in co-equal essence and co-eternal 
communion. 
 
Trinitarian symbols are portrayed throughout 
Trinity Church. The 1886 London window above the 
High Altar depicts worship of the Holy Trinity in 
Heaven from the Book of Revelation. The central 
panel of the three-light window shows Christ 
holding an orb, symbolizing His rulership; the Dove 
symbolizing the Holy Spirit; and the Star of David, 
an ancient symbol of God the Father appears in the 
cusp. Even the triangles and trefoils of the window 
tracery by their very shapes echo the trinitarian 
theme in the nave, huge hammer beam trusses 
supporting the roof rafters boldly display trefoils. 
On the outside, we see trefoils and triangles in 
doorway entrances; the three Center Avenue doors 
seem to be no accident, further echoing the 
trinitarian theme. 
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Next time we say or sing the majestic and dignified 
hymn "Holy, holy, holy", may we ponder the divine 
mystery which God Himself has revealed to the 
Christian church. God who is holy and wholly other, 
who revealed Himself in the burning bush, in the 
incarnation, and by His Spirit who dwells in us and 
among us. 

  
Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild 
       
 Memorials 

Last month we talked about the tubular chimes in 
the bell tower.  Given by the Shearers and 
renovated by the Hiss family they need another 
update—a memorial possibility for several families 
to consider.  This month we’ll talk about the altar 
hangings.  People have given altar hangings and the 
other cloth parts that we use each week since the 
start of the church.  At first the hangings were 
made by women in the church but gradually as 
companies started up that would do the intricate 
work at a fair price the hangings were 
purchased.   The white Festival hangings that grace 
the altar and lecterns during the seasons of 
Christmas and Easter are probably the oldest 
memorial of altar hangings that Trinity 
possesses.  These hangings were made BY HAND by 
Jennie Ives Warren with the help of her sons.  She 
started with making a design in 1888 and went to 
New York City to a business that specialized in 

church hangings.  She worked side by side with 
their craftsmen for 3 or 4 months learning how to 
do the intricate stitches and how to work with silk 
and gold thread.  As she finished each part the 
company then quilted, padded and mounted them 
for altar use.  She continued to work on the 
hangings at her home in Bay City as time allowed 
and by 1897 the hangings were completed.  But the 
company who was mounting the final cloths failed 
and some of the work was lost.  Jennie went back 
to work and with the help of her sons and a group 
of Catholic nuns (By then Jennie’s hands were 
crippled with arthritis and she did the design but 
not the work.) the lost panels were redone and the 
frontal was completed.  The work completed by 
the company before it went bankrupt were 
dedicated in 1897 and the final large frontal in 
1907.  In total the accomplishment of the gift 
spanned 16 years.  Not long after the blessing of 
the frontal in 1907 Jennie Ives Warren died. 

White Festival Hangings 
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Our most recent acquisition are the blue hangings 
and vestments used for Advent.  They were given 
in part to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
recent members who have gone to glory.  The last 
piece purchased with memorial money was the 
blue chasuble that goes with the blue hangings. 

 

 

As you enter and worship in our church look 
around you and check out the furniture, the 
hangings, the windows, the organ, the font and 
other things.  Almost all of it was given by people 
so that they and their loved ones would be a 
tangible part of Trinity’s history. 

 

 

 

 

Acolyte/Crucifer Schedule 
 
June 1:   Katie Hunsberger  
June 8:   Don Middleton/Matthew Smith 
June 15:  Jett Whitehead 
June 22:  Katie Hunsberger  
June 29:  Alex Hunsberger 
 

Lector Schedule 
June 1:   Mickie Leibrand 
June 8:   Denise Middleton 
June 15:  Jett Whitehead 
June 22:  Nancy Mayhew  
June 29:  Michelle Hunsberger 
 

 
 

Eucharistic Visitor Schedule 
 
June 1:  Priscilla Reitler 
EV:  Mickie Leibrand 
 
June 22:  Marge Klehn 
EV:  Nancy Mayhew 

           Eucharistic Minister Schedule

Sun Sun Sun Sun Sun

EM 1 8 15 22 29

Assignments

Steve Beckert

Monica Borrello

Bob Hayhurst

Tony Hunsberger 1

Mickie Leibrand 1

Nancy Mayhew 1

Denise Middleton 1

Jett Whitehead 1
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Birthdays 

8 Jean Meisel 

9 Craig Hool 

9 Katy Iannacchioe 

9 Evelyn Wallaker 

12 Edna Brown 

14 Stacie Miller 

15 Sharon Jehnson 

16 Mary Jane Borgioli 

17 Rita Meilstrup 

18 Margot Fletcher 

18 Anne Trahan 

19 Gerald Jehnsen 

21 Sally Kolka 

22 Jennifer Jones 

23 Dawn Brady 

 

Anniversaries 
 

7 Allen and Judy Laskowski 

9 Donald and Mary Katherine Freel 

10 Susan and Mike Iannacchione 

10 Frank and Pat Serresseque 

13 Stacie and Chuck Miller 

14 Don and Denise Middleton 

24 Diane and Michael Rapson-Gabil 

25 Val and Marnie Syring 

26 Jennifer and Andrew Jones 

 

St Elizabeth’s Guild will hold their June 

luncheon at Burgers on Bay Road at 12:30 on June 

10.   Hope to see you all there. 

 

Garden Guild will be planting geraniums on 

Pentecost Sunday, June 8th, immediately following 

the 10:00 service.  For all who would like to 

participate, please come in your gardening clothes, 

bring tools, sandwiches will be provided during 

coffee hour.  If you cannot come and would like to 

be part of the care of the gardens, please let Mickie 

Leibrand know or call the office.  Thank you! 

Preparation for worship 
 
“This is my Father’s world; he shines in all that’s 
fair …” (Maltbie Babcock, 1901). Thank you, Father, 
for this glorious late-spring morning!  
 
* * *  
Lord, rest your Spirit upon us, we pray, so we may 
go from this worship to share your goodness and 
love with others. Amen.  
 
* * *  
For fathers and father-figures, I pray and give 
thanks. And, God, for all the ways you guide, direct, 
teach and protect us in love, I praise you.  
 
* * *  
“I will praise the name of God with a song; I will 
magnify him with thanksgiving” (Psalm 69:30, 
NRSV). May God bless you as you praise and thank 
him today.  
 
* * *  
Jesus, for this time of worship, and with your 
gentle help, I lay the ups and downs of this week at 
your feet. When I depart, remind me to let you 
carry them.  
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Services 
Sunday – 10:00AM Sung Worship 
Food of Faith 2:30 – 4:00 
 
Priest –in- Charge 
The Reverend Ann Grady 
 

Office Hours 
Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs 8:30 – 4:30 
Friday closed 
Telephone: 989 892-5813 
 

Web Site: www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org 

e-mail: trinityepiscopaloffice@gmail.com 

Vestry 
Chuck Leibrand                          (989) 686-7663 
Kyline Gray                           (989) 266-3148 
Catherine Leibrand                          (989) 906-3554 
Janet Hool                             (989) 686-8437 
Leo Borello                           (989) 892-6090 
Nancy Mayhew                          (989) 239-1094 
Dale Smith                           (989) 971-4114 
Faith Culler                           (989) 892-3119 
Susan Hoyle               (989) 671-8212 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Warden            Charles Leibrand 
Junior Warden                      Leo Borello 
Treasurer                               Steve Beckert 
Assistant Treasurer                            Greg Marciniak 
Assistant Treasurer                       Shelley Whitehead 
Clerk                                     Kyline Gray 
Office Manager                            Michelle Giffel 
Trinity Chimes Editor                           Dee Mulholland 
Web Master                                    Pat Maxim 
Children’s Choir Director                      Cathy LaBerge 
Sunday School Director                              Faith Culler 
Organist/Choir Director                     Robert Sabourin 
Hand Bell Choir Director                             Robert Reif 
Sexton                      Terry Oliver 
Head Usher                                      Emilee Sabourin 
    
 

  

http://www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org/
mailto:trinityepiscopaloffice@gmail.com
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i  “Supreme Court Upholds Prayer at Public Meetings,” by Pete Williams.  May 5, 2014.  Found at 
www.nbcnews.com. 
ii Ibid. 
iii Ibid. 

                                                             


