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Dear Trinity Community,
Christ is risen! Alleluia! Out of the culmination
of the last three years of Jesus’ life something
remarkable happened.
From of the darkness of being arrested, wrongly
convicted, beaten, crucified and dying Jesus was
laid in a tomb. And for days there was only
darkness. Until…there was light…resurrection…
new life. It took a while for the unthinkable to
sink in but Jesus was alive! And all things were
made new. All things were made possible.
In our life at Trinity we have been living and
enjoying life together. We are involved in
important ministries and we are always
uncovering needs that need to be met.
Because of the generosity and faithfulness of
those who have come before us we have a
considerate endowment. However, it was
brought to the attention of the Vestry last week
that over the past seven years, as a result of
withdrawals above and beyond the prudent 5%
annual draw, we have depleted our principle by
$183,000. This is a staggering amount.
It is clear that we need to change the trajectory
of our financial ways if we want Trinity to be a
vital ministry in Bay City for years to come. We
desire to be good stewards of all God has given
us.
The way we do this is by looking at all aspects of
our life to discern what needs to be changed
and in what ways they need to be changed. The
biggest amount of the money we spend is on
full-time clergy, music program and building
maintenance. In what ways shall we reduce our
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spending and in what ways shall we increase
our income?
The Vestry is engaged in exploring all options
and is embracing all manner of research. We
will keep you informed as we move forward
with this process.
Our biggest asset is our community of faith. Our
most important joy and task is to share the
abundant love of Christ with those in whom we
come in contact.
How do we build our assets? By inviting others
to join us in every way. God is alive and well at
Trinity and God’s Spirit lives and moves and has
being among us. This is important to share!
When we set goals and work toward them, we
have the potential to be successful. When we
don’t set goals, we will surely not reach our
potential.
Let us all set for ourselves the goal of paying
attention to the people God is placing in our
lives that we may share the good news of God
in Christ with them. That we may share the
amazing gift of this faith community at Trinity
and invite them to come. Invite them to a
dinner, an evensong, Sunday worship. And keep
inviting them, offering a ride if needed.
Let us pay close attention to the activity of new
life happening all around us and jump in with
both feet for that is evidence that the Holy
Spirit is active and busy at work, bringing more
new life into our midst, making all things
possible.
In Christ’s love, Rev. Sue

Easter Message from Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry

they got up in the morning and went to the
tomb anyhow. Hallelujah, Anyhow.

The Right Reverend Barbara Harris was the first
woman ordained and consecrated a bishop in
The Episcopal Church and in the Anglican
Communion. In her memoir, entitled Hallelujah,
Anyhow! [she] quotes an old Gospel hymn that
says it this way:

But more than that, John’s Gospel says it was
dark. It was dark. That’s not just the time of day
in John’s Gospel. The darkness in John is the
domain of evil. In John’s Gospel when Judas
leaves the Last Supper to betray Jesus, John
inserts a parenthetical remark. When Judas
leaves to betray him, John says, “And it was
night.” The darkness is the domain of wrong, of
hatred, of bigotry, of violence, the domain of sin
and death and horror.
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Hallelujah anyhow
Never let your troubles get you down
When your troubles come your way
Hold your hands up high and say
Hallelujah anyhow!
When I get to Heaven, I want to meet one
person, and her name is Mary Magdalene.
Because if ever there was another Hallelujah,
Anyhow sister, it was Mary Magdalene. And her
life, and her example, tells us what it means to
follow in the way of Jesus, in the Way of Love.
Mary Magdalene showed up when others
would not. Mary Magdalene spoke up when
others remained silent. Mary Magdalene stood
up when others sat down.
John’s Gospel tells us that when many of the
disciples fled and abandoned Jesus, Mary
Magdalene stood by him at the cross.
Hallelujah, Anyhow.
Against the odds, swimming against the current,
Mary Magdalene was there.
John’s Gospel says in the 20th chapter, early in
the morning, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene and some of the other women went
to the tomb. Hallelujah, Anyhow.
They went to the tomb when it didn’t make any
sense. They went to the tomb when the
evidence was against them. Jesus was dead.
They knew that. The power of the Empire had
crushed the hope of love. They knew that. And
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And early in the morning while it was still dark,
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb, Hallelujah,
Anyhow.
The truth is, she didn’t know that Jesus was
alive. She was just doing what love does. Caring
for her beloved, her Saviour, her friend, in his
time of death, to give him the last rites of
burial. And when she got to the tomb, and the
other women with them, they eventually
discovered that Jesus was alive, and in the
silence of the night, in the moments of despair,
in the moments of the worst darkness, God had
done something incredible. God had raised
Jesus from the dead
The truth is, nobody saw Jesus rise from the
dead, because God had done it secretly and
quietly, when nobody was looking.
When I was in high school, I learned a poem
composed by James Russell Lowell. He wrote it
in the 19th century, in one of the darkest
periods in American history, when this country
was torn asunder by the existence of chattel
slavery in our midst. In this great land of
freedom, there were slaves being held in
bondage. And this nation literally went to war,
tearing itself apart, trying to find the way to do
what was right. And James Russell Lowell wrote,
in the midst of this darkness, in this dark hour:
Though the cause of evil prosper, yet ‘tis truth
alone and strong . . .

Though her portion be a scaffold, and upon the
throne be wrong
Yet that scaffold sways the future, and behind
the dim unknown
Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch
above his own
Hallelujah, Anyhow.
Christ is risen
The Lord is risen, indeed.
God love you, God bless you, and may God hold
us all in those almighty hands of love.

Eastern Michigan Transition Update
April 13, 2019
Dear Friends,

Today, the Diocesan Council, Standing
Committee, and Bishop of the Diocese of
Western Michigan gathered in a joint
meeting to consider our invitation issued at
our last convention - to enter into a period
of conversation around deepening our
shared ministries and to share a bishop
during that time
I have just heard from Bishop Hougland that
they have voted unanimously to support
their bishop in accepting our invitation.
Here is the text of their joint motion:
We, the Diocesan Council and Standing
Committee, support our pastor and Bishop,
the Right Reverend Whayne M. Hougland,
Jr., as he lives more fully into his calling,
particularly as concerns also serving as
bishop provisional of the Episcopal DIOcese
of Eastern Michigan and leading our two
dioceses for up to five years, in the embrace
of the expansive opportunity that this
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calling offers to the Episcopal Dioceses of
Eastern Michigan and Western Michigan.
The group recorded a video greeting to our
two dioceses from their meeting, which can
be found on YouTube and Facebook.
I offer my sincere gratitude for your prayer,
your patience, and your contribution to this
conversation and discernment over the past
two years. I look forward to seeing how the
Holy Spirit leads us as we walk alongside
our siblings on the sunset side.
Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Dan Scheid
President,
Standing Committee

THANK YOU

To all of the people who made our Holy Week
and Easter celebrations so wonderful. Our staff
– Annie and Terry, Altar Guild, Rayechel Berger
and the Senior Choir, Tracy Krzysik and the Bell
Choir, organists Greg Largent, Jim Gladstone
and Dorothy Moll and all who cleaned and
served in any way.
To Ed Benisz who folded and stapled new Palm
Sunday Passion Scripts.

UTO OFFERING SUNDAY

May 12 we will be praying over the UTO-United
Thank Offering collection. If you haven’t
brought in your blue box yet, there is still time!

CONFIRMATION OF TWO OF OUR
OWN

Sunday, June 2nd, 4pm, Jerry Bruce and Sam
Keeler will be confirmed at St. Matthew’s,
Saginaw. Please come and support them!
1501 N. Center, Saginaw 48638.

Trinity Church
Her People, Her Building
Then and Now
The Lion, Symbol of St. Mark
St. Mark is the earliest Gospel to tell the
story of Jesus Christ. Many scholars believe
that it was written after the martyrdom of
St. Peter (64 A.D.) and before 70 A.D., when
the Temple of Jerusalem was destroyed.
Mark is said to have been Peter’s
“interpreter” in Rome and to have founded
the church in Alexandria, Egypt. According
to tradition, he is the author of the second
Gospel. Mark was a disciple of Peter and
many post apostolic writers and others in
the 2nd century considered Peter a primary
source of Mark’s Gospel.
St. Mark, represented as a lion, is derived
from his description of John the Baptist as
“The voice crying in the wilderness: Prepare
ye the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths” (Mark 1:3). Artists have long
compared this to a roaring lion. The wings
come from the Old Testament prophet
Ezekiel (1:10) and the application of the
prophet’s vision of the four winged
creatures to the four evangelists. The fourwinged creatures appear again in
Revelation 4:7.
The lion has long been a symbol of courage
and monarchy. It also represents Jesus’
resurrection (because lions were believed
to sleep with open eyes, a comparison to
Christ in the tomb) and Christ as king. This
also signifies Christians should be
courageous in their life of faith. St. Mark is
said to have been martyred for the faith.
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St. Mark, with his symbol, a winged lion. Detail
from the Christmas/Epiphany window on the
western side of the nave of Trinity Church;
Willet Studios, Philadelphia, PA. Young
Memorial Window; 1951.

In Trinity Church there is also another
reference to St. Mark. Above the High Altar,
the wood carving of St. Peter shows him
holding the Gospel book of Mark, his
faithful disciple.
Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild

Anniversaries

Salazar, Rob & Amy
Waldman, Janice & David
Maxim, Dale & Carla
Maxim, Dave and Pat
Krzysik, Tony & Tracey

Birthdays

Meisel, Barbara
Krzysik, Preston
Salazar, Bobby
Burdick, Mary Jo
Moulthrop, Stephanie
Causley, Colton
LaBerge, Cathy
Kolka, Christopher
Hunter, Roberta

St Elizabeth’s Guild will meet for lunch

at Grampa Tony’s on Columbus on May 14th
at 12:30. All are invited and we would love
to have you attend.
There is a spot open for Altar Flowers on
May 26th. If you are interested in providing
flowers on this date please contact the
office or Elisabeth Campbell.

Garden Guild Meeting

The Garden Guild is going to gather for a
brief meeting right after our morning
service on Sunday, May 12 in the Guild
Room. We will be discussing upcoming
plans for the summer, the planting of the
Pentecost geraniums, and watering. This is
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an open meeting for anyone interested in
working in the flower beds around Trinity.
No special skills are needed; just a love of
flowers and nature. Looking forward to
seeing our returning members as well as
some new people and big thank you to all
who gave so willing of their time last year.
The geraniums were absolutely beautiful.

NOISY OFFERING

Sunday, May 12th will be going to the Bay
City Reading Camp at St. Alban’s.

FRIENDS OF MUSIC

In celebration of Ascension Day on
Thursday, May 30, 6pm we will host our
final Evensong of the season. This service
will feature Trinity’s Senior Choir and
Nicholas Schmelter on organ.

FAITH ALIVE

Faith Alive is a weekend experience in
which Episcopal congregations are given the
opportunity to reflect on their spiritual
lives, to be renewed and strengthened in
their ministries and to develop relationships
more deeply with one another. This is for
all ages and a team will be supporting us in
this process. Our weekend has been
scheduled for September 6-8. Please clear
your calendar now for this wonderful event!

N.A. THANKS US

A member of Narcotics Anonymous came
and spoke to Rev. Sue to let us know how
important it is that we provide a space for
them to meet twice a week. He said we
save lives by hosting this group.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Worship Committee is finalizing a worship
questionnaire/survey in an effort to uncover
what worship experiences (and in what way
they) have been meaningful to you. As we move
forward with this, members of the Worship
Committee will be seeking to have
conversations with our membership in order to
best understand what makes worship inspiring
for you. Members of the committee are: Steve
Beckert, Patrick Gray, Mickie Leibrand, Rev. Sue
Rich and Anne Trahan.

MUSIC UPDATE

Our musical leadership transition is going well
and we know that God is doing a new thing. The
current set up of choir direction by Rayechel
Berger, choir accompaniment by Dorothy
Marinan and organists Greg Largent and Jim
Gladstone will continue through Trinity Sunday,
June 16. Once the summer begins, we will bring
in pianists and possibly other instrumentalists
to lead our Sunday music. The choir will resume
in the fall following our regular routine with the
accompaniment and direction piece still to be
worked out.
There are many pieces being addressed and lots
of good information is coming to the surface
that are yet to be fully formed and, therefore,
unable to be articulated. Rev. Sue, the Vestry,
the Worship Committee and more are all
working diligently as we move forward.
While the uncertainty of not knowing exactly
where we’re going and how we’re going to get
there can be unsettling it can also provide for us
a great sense of joyful expectation trusting as
the Holy Spirit leads and guides us. Let us pray.
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your
most gracious favor, and further us with your
continual help; that in all our works begun,
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify
your holy Name, and finally, by your mercy,
obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer, page
832.)
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WORSHIP

Sunday – 10:00 AM - With Music
Wednesday – 11:30 AM - Without Music
FOOD OF FAITH 2:30 P.M. on Sundays

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday 9:30AM– 1:00 PM
and by appointment
CONTACT US
Telephone: (989) 892-5813

E-mail:
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com
Web Site:
www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org

Facebook:
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City

VESTRY
Ken Fowler – Senior Warden
Amy Salazar - Co-Junior Warden
Don Middleton - Co-Junior Warden
Faith Culler - Clerk
Kurt Carlstrom
Archie Duncan
Tony Hunsberger
Ann Shea
Patrick Gray

Treasurer

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Catherine Waynick
Bishop Provisional
The Rev. Susan C. Rich
Rector
STAFF
Mrs. Rosie Alvarez
Bookkeeper
Mrs. Annie Liermann
Secretary
Rayechel Berger
Choir Preparer
Dorothy Marinan Choir Accompanist
Mr. Terry J. Oliver
Sexton

CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF
Faith Culler
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Sean Brady
Bruce Sherbeck
Pat Trahan
Dee Mulholland
Pat Maxim
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Chimes Editor
Web Site Manager

Trinity Episcopal Church
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Bay City, Michigan 48708

