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Dear Trinity Community,
Several days ago, I looked out my window
toward the bay and noticed a log stuck out a
little way off shore and all I could see were
branches sticking up out of the water. I
wondered how long it was going to take for the
next storm to come and move that log.
A couple days later I looked out and saw four
odd-looking birds perched on those branches. I
got out my binoculars and discovered they were
Cormorants. I am fascinated by these creatures
that I had never encountered until this
annoying log with branches sticking up from the
water appeared.
Upon reflection it makes me think about the
ways in which we are given things in our lives
that appear to be annoying (or worse) and yet,
unexpectedly, bring us great joy and intrigue.
And I praise God.
The love of Jesus is unfathomably enormous
and that love is revealed in infinite ways.
Everything about Jesus stems from love; deep,
abiding, never-ending love for all. We respond
to this love by loving him back, worshiping him
and sharing this amazing love with others.
The messages around us often focus on not
having enough but Jesus comes with all manner
of abundance. Abundance of love, abundance
of resources, abundance of spiritual gifts.
Everything that we need to move forward in
ministry effectively is within us.
As I think about this and our life at Trinity, our
music program and financial picture come to
mind. Musically, we have been using different
people in varied roles and God’ Spirit is stirring
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among us and revealing some possibilities for
Trinity that may be fun and intriguing! We look
forward to all that God has in store for us as our
prayerful discernment continues.
With regard to our financial situation, I am
seeing the Vestry, Finance Committee,
Endowment Committee and Worship
Committee all stepping forward to find ways to
build our body of Christ as we share God’s love
for all and to, also, find ways to increase our
income.
For the last couple of years, we have known
that the housing fund which provides $15,000
per year for clergy housing will be depleted
before the end of this year. Unless we find
another source for this fund or increase our
giving, we will be that much more in the red for
2020.
In addition, it is good financial practice to utilize
5% of any endowment each year. Over the past
seven years the congregation has approved
between $20,000-$30,000 per year draw of the
endowment above this 5% recommended
withdrawal. This has depleted our principal by
$183,000 which is unsustainable if we want our
endowment to remain a viable part of Trinity’s
financial plan.
This puts us in a position that is uncomfortable
and of great concern. If we desire for Trinity to
be a relevant part of our community in Bay City,
Michigan then some things are going to be
changing. We are being spurred on to
ministries.

We are preparing our building to provide rental
space for new outside groups. The vestry
members have committed to issue at least four
invitations to individuals to come worship at
Trinity over the next month.
This must be a team effort of all. Each one of us
doing our part to build up the ministry in this
place so that those around us can know the love
of Christ which is beyond measure and has
touched us each in deep and abiding ways.
The more we share the love of Christ, the more
others will know and experience God’s love.
The world is hungry for the riches of God’s
abundant love, healing and provision. Let us
pay attention to those in our path who may be
yearning for a faith community and invite them
into our fold that we all receive God’s generous
blessing.

Sean Brady, Dawn Moulthrop-Brady and Faith
Culler once again led Sunday School this season
along with Bruce Sherbeck and Patrick Trahan
who provided music for our children.
Jack Esseltine for serving as an usher for 30
years and is now officially retired from this
ministry.
Kyline Sutter for the past year of putting
together the schedules for all of the lay
ministries that occur on Sunday mornings.
The Altar Guild for all they do to make sure that
the preparation for worship is in place.
The Hospitality Committee, Chris Kolka and all
of those who served to make the Spring Lamb
Dinner a success. We served 137 people for
dinner and ended up netting $965.43 thanks to
donations over and above the cost of the
dinner. Thanks to all of you for your support!

In Christ’s love, Rev. Sue
THANK YOUS
Rayechel Berger for stepping up in such a huge
way to plan anthems and direct the choir each
week and to coordinate so many things musical
these past six months. Her care for good quality
music and her faithfulness to Trinity is lovely.
Greg Largent and Jim Gladstone for generously
stepping out of retirement to play the organ for
us on Sundays and we are most appreciative of
their gifts of music and care for Trinity as well.
Senior Choir for all of their time and gifts of
musical leadership during worship this past
year. Your commitment of time in rehearsal and
prayerful singing is a true gift to us.
Dorothy Marinan who accompanied choir
rehearsals and played the piano on occasion
during worship is greatly appreciated our
gratitude is great.
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TWO ORGAN RECITALS
As a way to thank and support Nicholas
Schmelter, our Artist-in-Residence, for playing
the organ at our Evensongs this season, we will
be sponsoring two organ recitals for him. Save
the dates of August 11, 2019 and November 24,
2019.
WORSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Worship Committee has finalized a worship
survey in an effort to make the worship
experience at Trinity more meaningful for all of
us. Those of you living in the area will receive
copies in the mail within a couple of weeks.
Please keep your eye out for this, fill it out and
return to Trinity via mail or place it in one of the
boxes around the church.
Members of the committee are: Steve Beckert,
Patrick Gray, Sue Hoyle, Mickie Leibrand, Rev.
Sue Rich and Anne Trahan.

Trinity Church
Her People, Her Building
Then and Now

The Ship, Symbol of the Church
The ship or boat is an ancient Christian
symbol since the 1st century. It is the Church
tossed on the sea of disbelief, worldliness
and persecution but finally reaching safe
harbor with its cargo of human souls. Part
of the imagery comes from the Old
Testament and the ark saving Noah’s family
during the Flood (1 Peter 3:20-21). In the
New Testament it reminds us of Jesus
protecting Peter’s boat and the apostles on
the stormy sea of Galilee (Mark 4:35-41). It
was also a great symbol during times of
persecution when Christians needed to
disguise the cross since the ship’s mast
forms a cross in many of its depictions.
Ships are featured in Christian art since the
very beginning appearing first in the
catacombs. They were a favorite image of
the Early Church Fathers who saw the ship
as a symbol of the Church. The 4th century
document, “Apostolic Constitutions,”
compares a bishop surrounded by an
assembly of the faithful to the helmsman of
a ship. Clement of Alexandria approved the
ship as a symbol for a signet ring. Even the
word, “nave,” where the congregation sits,
comes from the Latin word “navis,”
meaning ship.
The final traditional symbolic meaning of
the ship is a means of conveyance between
this world and the next. In Christian tradition earthly life was seen as a pilgrimage
and the ship of the church transports the
faithful through the seas of the world to
their heavenly home.
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Today, we too, are often tossed on waters
of doubt, despair, or persecution of one
kind or another. May we put our trust in
Him, whom winds and waves obeyed,
knowing that Jesus is always in the boat
with us, forever faithful, and safely sustaining us until we arrive at heaven’s shore.

Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild

Detail of the ship. Weber Memorial window.
Western side of the nave of Trinity Church.
Willet Studios; Philadelphia, PA. Many years
ago, Mrs. Jean Weber Anderson, faithful member
of Trinity Church and its Altar Guild, shared
some background of this window made in
memory of her first husband, Carl Weber. Mrs.
Anderson worked with the design team of Willet
Studios to incorporate symbols dear to her
husband and family. Created and installed in
1974, the cost of the window was $4,000.

The Garden Guild Needs You!!
On Monday, June 10th, at 6:00 the Garden Guild
will plant the Pentecost geraniums in the church
flower beds and we could use your help. It
usually takes about an hour. You need nothing
special – just work gloves and shovel marked
with your name and you will find us on the
Grant Street side of the church.
Thanks a bunch!
The Garden Guild

SAVE THE DATES: SEPTEMBER 6-8
Trinity is planning a Faith Encouragement
Ministries (Faith Alive) weekend at our
church on Friday, September 6 through
Sunday, September 8. This is a spiritual
renewal program which takes place at the
church and is for adults, teens, and
children. We will enjoy meals together,
welcome out-of-town visitors who share
their faith journey with us, meet in groups,
worship God as we sing, and get to know
each other better. The teens’ and
children’s programs are energetic, fun, and
Christ-centered.
This weekend will be fun, spiritually fulfilling
and take some planning. We are putting
together a team to make the weekend
come together. Our goal is to involve
everyone at Trinity – there are several
levels of participation. Please kindly accept
a position when asked – or feel free to
volunteer today!
Mark your calendars for September 6 – 8
and contact Rev. Sue or Ann Shea (318-7807332) for more information.
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Welcome Tall Ships
Since the first Tall Ships Celebration in 2001,
Trinity Church has welcomed visitors to see
its historic architecture, stained glass and
wood carvings during every Tall Ships visit.
Last time, in 2016, we welcomed at least 88
people of all ages for tours, many staying
over an hour.
Others who had time
restrictions took pictures and were moved
by the church’s beauty.

The ceiling of Trinity’s nave reminds us of the
inverted hull of a ship. Trinity Church will
again be open for FREE tours during the Tall
Ships Celebration, July 19 – 21; Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, 12 – 4 p.m.
If you would like to help by welcoming,
guiding guests along, being a docent, or
helping with the Gift Shop, please let a
member of the Historical Guild know or call
the Church Office at (989) 892-5813. Thank
You !!

June Birthdays
Quinnlyn Lang
Craig Hool
Katy Iannacchione
Stacie Miller
Rita Meilstrup
Anne Trahan
Jennifer Jones
June Anniversaries
Allen & Judy Laskowski
Donald & Mary K Freel
Stacie & Chuck Miller
Donald & Denise Middleton
Diane & Michael Rapson-Gabil

We hope all of you Dad’s
have a great day.
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July Birthdays
Ted Alvarez
Rita Laetz
Corbyn Lang
Nicole Causley
Susan Beckert
Bruce Sherbeck
Robert Traxler
Jeanette Luebs
Isabella Salazar
July Anniversaries
Steven & Patti Anderson
Jeff & Kristi Pennex
Fred & Joyce Cook

St. Elizabeth’s Guild will meet for lunch on
June 11th at 12:30 pm at Barney’s Bar on
Michigan. All are welcome and we look forward
to seeing you.
St. Elizabeth’s Guild will meet for lunch on
July 9th at 12:30 pm at Cracker Barrel on Wilder
Road. Again, all are welcome.
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WORSHIP

Sunday – 10:00 AM - With Music
Wednesday – 11:30 AM - Without Music
FOOD OF FAITH 2:30 P.M. on Sundays
OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday 9:30AM– 1:00 PM
and by appointment
CONTACT US
Telephone: (989) 892-5813
E-mail:
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com
Web Site:
www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org
Facebook:
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City

VESTRY
Ken Fowler – Senior Warden
Amy Salazar - Co-Junior Warden
Don Middleton - Co-Junior Warden
Faith Culler - Clerk
Kurt Carlstrom
Archie Duncan
Susan Hoyle
Tony Hunsberger
Ann Shea
Patrick Gray

Treasurer

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Catherine Waynick
Bishop Provisional
The Rev. Susan C. Rich
Rector
STAFF
Mrs. Rosie Alvarez
Bookkeeper
Mrs. Annie Liermann
Secretary
Rayechel Berger
Choir Director
Dorothy Marinan Choir Accompanist
Mr. Terry J. Oliver
Sexton
CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF
Faith Culler
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Sean Brady
Bruce Sherbeck
Pat Trahan
Dee Mulholland
Pat Maxim
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Chimes Editor
Web Site Manager

