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Dear Trinity Community,
It is a new year and we are weary. For
some it is a time of great joy and
celebration. For many it is a time of
loneliness, grief and sadness. For some it is
a time of fear and dread.
For all of us there continues to be so much
unknown about the pandemic and what
lies ahead in 2022. And we are weary.
Psalm 84:5 tells us that those who go
through the desolate valley will find God’s
dwelling a place of springs.

1

persistence to be intentional about our
time with God: to create, journal, sing, play
music, pray with or without words, and so
on. And sometimes we don’t have words or
energy and all the work has to be on God
because all we can do is say, “Help”.
It’s when we unexpectedly encounter a
person offering a simple smile after a long
day, a favorite song that comes on the
radio, a phone call from a friend, the love
of a pet – and we are provided the spring
of life that takes us to the next day or the
next moment.

On Christmas Eve, along with several
others, I stayed at Trinity between the two
services. Once the meal was finished and
the last of the clean-up was finishing, I
went into our worship space to prepare for
the late service. The only lights on were
those above the high altar – both inside
and outside – and the candle lights in the
windows. It was so peaceful in the midst of
the darkness and I felt the deep abiding
presence of God. It fed and nourished my
soul, which is, I suspect, is the experience
the psalmist was describing.

The prophet Jeremiah in chapter 31 calls
for the people to sing aloud with gladness
for Jacob because God is turning their
weeping into consolation, their mourning
into joy, their sorrow into gladness, and
bringing them comfort.

There was nothing I did to make that
experience occur. It was all God. It was an
unexpected moment in God’s presence
that I was ushered into a place of springs.

God is persistent and faithful in the midst
of our desolation.

God is persistent that way. When we least
expect it, God brings us refreshment.
Sometimes we have the energy and the

Rev. Sue

In the midst of the darkness God is doing
the work of drawing us close and
refreshing us in these desolate times, just
like the desolate times of the psalmist, of
Jeremiah, of Mary and Jesus. Life was
bleak, and yet there was hope and
refreshment in the desolate places.

In Christ’s love,

THANK YOUS
Karen Hopkins for donating a microwave.
Choirs of Trinity, Bay City and St. John, Midland
for putting on a wonderful Christmas Carol
Sing-A-Long.
Trinity’s children for providing beautiful music,
readings, psalm, prayers and message at the
5pm Christmas Eve service.
Trinity’s Senior Choir for providing beautiful
music at the 10pm Christmas Eve service and
the Lessons & Carols service.
Rayechel Berger and Patrick Winningham who
worked tirelessly to make the music this
Advent and Christmas season so special.
Archie Duncan, Don Middleton, Bob Hayhurst,
Gabe Keeler for continuing to provide the
technical support for our livestreaming.
Ann Shea for providing the many bulletins and
online PowerPoint for all our services.
The Altar Guild for making sure our worship
space is so lovely for Advent and Christmas.
Mary K Freel who shared her many manger
scenes with us as well as coordinated all the
window “candle lights”.
OUR SYMPATHIES TO
The family and friends of Lynda Dresser who
died November 25, 2021.
Rev. Sue Rich on the death of her aunt, Barbara
Romaine, who died November 29, 2021 and
her friend, Gary Krisher, who died December
19, 2021.
Michael and Cathy LaBerge on the death of
Michael’s sister, Chris La Berge, who died
December 15, 2021.
The family and friends of The Rev. Peter
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Cominos, especially daughters Naiya Cominos
and Argie Callaham, who died December 19,
2021.
Barbara Mulholland on the death of her father,
Albert Jerome Siefert, who died December 20,
2021.
CONGRATULATIONS
Jane Moulthrop upon receiving a certificate for
66 years of excellence and service with the
Daughters of the American Revolution.
SPECIAL JANUARY DATES
 Thursday, January 6 at 7pm, Epiphany
Evensong
 Sunday, January 16, Annual ministry
reports due for the Annual Meeting
booklet

 Sunday, January 30, Annual Meeting
immediately following church with
potluck afterward.

 Sunday, January 30 at 4pm, Evensong
commemorating Carl Schaulk
PREPARING FOR OFFICE HOURS
As we await the COVID case numbers to
decrease in the new year, we are making
preparations to have office hours two days a
week for two hours. These will be staffed by
volunteers. Please call the office or speak with
Rev. Sue if you would offer your time on
occasion to answer the phones, greet people,
receive payments, and other assorted tasks.
REMEMBER TRINITY IN YOUR WILL
As a way to offer enduring support ministry
here, please consider putting Trinity in your
will.
VESTRY INFORMATION
 Vestry meetings are open to all
parishioners and are held on the third
Monday at 6:15pm. The next meeting



is Monday, January 17, if you would
like to attend this Zoom meeting
contact Rev. Sue and she will send you
the link.
Last year we voted for the Vestry to
have 6-9 members, which means 2-3
people are elected each year for a 3year term. If you are interested in
finding out information on what this
responsibility entails, please speak
with a Vestry member (see list on page
7) or Rev. Sue.

RE-ENTRY CONTINUED – Phase 3
Those in the position of monitoring the COVID
situation in Michigan continue to do so with
diligence. As of July 1, 2021 we entered into
Phase 3 of the PLAN FOR RE-ENTRY FOR GREAT
LAKES EPISCOPALIANS which can be found at
www.eastmich.org/coronavirus. This means
that at this time:










Masks are required until further notice
Check in with name and contact only
The offering plate is now being passed
Passing of the Peace will be done at a
distance
Hand sanitizer continues to be used
before receiving communion
Communion station is on the floor
Communion will be bread only
Online worship continues
Coffee hour resumes with food served
by gloved servers

WORSHIP AT TRINITY
It is understood that when out in public there
is the risk of exposure to COVID-19 and we
trust that each household will make the best
decision for themselves as to attend worship
in-person or online. Trinity’s space is quite
large and we have implemented safety
measures above the diocesan requirements.
Please note: Our virtual services are live
streamed or recorded/preserved to be
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available to others by way of our website,
social media, or other on-line platforms. Even
though there is no deliberate attempt to
include the congregation in the broadcast or
publication, you are hereby notified there is
the possibility of your image being shown and
your presence and participation constitutes
your permission for that to occur.
PRAYER LIST UPDATES
If you have someone you would like to add to
one of our prayer lists, please email
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com or call 989326-0469 (cell).
UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION
Have you changed your address, phone
number or other information lately? If so,
please make sure that information gets to us!
Thank you.
CONTRIBUTIONS
Your continued financial support of Trinity is
greatly appreciated. Your Finance Committee
and Vestry continue to work diligently to utilize
all resources available to us during this
unprecedented time.
Ways to provide us with your contributions:
 Write and mail a check to Trinity
 IRA contribution
 Go to www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org,
click on the online giving link which will
take you to the diocesan webpage.


of oven baked chicken, garlic mashed
potatoes, corn and peas, cole slaw, and
candy canes, as well as T-shirts for
everyone. We shared a day of cooking,
fellowship and fun, listening to Christmas
music and singing along too. And thank
you, Shelley Anderson who donated
oranges to go with each meal.

Birthdays
01
Diane Rapson Gabil
01
10
10
14
17
19
20
21
27
30

Paulette Royer
Rob Salazar
Jean Traxler
Jack Esseltine
Gregory Marciniak
Lauren McCullen
Gregory Scharich
Sharon Scharich
Susan Harris
Faith Culler

Anniversaries
07
Gregory & Heidi Marciniak
10
Nathan & Rayechel Berger

Serving Food of Faith on December 26

Trinity was the host of Food of Faith the
day after Christmas. Patrick Winningham
received a community grant from Thrivent,
a Lutheran Insurance, banking and
Investment Company, and funded our meal
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The workers included Shelley Anderson,
Dave Maxim, Mickie Leibrand, Dee
Mulholland, Pat Maxim, Cathy Serafini and
Shelley Whitehead.
We will host FOF again on January 16 when
we will be serving chicken a la king over
biscuits. If you would like to help out
please contact Pat Maxim. Your
involvement is appreciated.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is an
ecumenical Christian observance in the
Christian calendar that is celebrated
internationally. It is kept annually between
Ascension Day and Pentecost in the
Southern Hemisphere and between January
18 and January 25 in the Northern
Hemisphere. It is an octave, that is, an
observance lasting eight days.
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
began in 1908 as the Octave of Christian
Unity, and focused on prayer for church
unity. The dates of the week were proposed
by Father Paul Wattson, an Anglican who
became Roman Catholic, and cofounded
the Graymoor Franciscan Friars. He
conceived of the week beginning on the
Feast of the Confession of St. Peter, January
18, and concluding with the Feast of the
Conversion of St. Paul on January 25.

Trinity Church
Her People, Her Building
Then and Now

Gleanings from the 1969
Trinity Church Record
With January being the month many churches
in the Northern Hemisphere pray for Christian
unity, it is appropriate to look at the ecumenical
picture of Trinity Church and other Christian
denominations in the early days of Bay City’s
growth. The following is taken from the
December 1969 third issue of the Trinity
Record, the church’s first newsletter.

and Madison Avenues dominated the skyline
with one steeple reaching 180 feet and the
other 150 feet. Not many years later, Trinity
Church would move from its Washington
Avenue humbler beginnings to its second and
current structure, and take its place a few blocks
east of our Baptist brothers and sisters in Christ.
First Baptist would later have another
connection with Trinity Church as by the early
1880s it was the church where Philip Floeter,
Trinity’s architect, worshiped with his family.

The New Church
Our Baptist friends deserve the thanks
of everybody for the efforts they are
making to erect a beautiful and
commodious church such as will meet
the wants of our rapidly growing city.
From present indications, the building
will be the most elegant in this vicinity.
It unites utility with a high order of
architectural beauty. The example
should have a good effect upon the
surrounding Christian organizations,
and each should have a comfortable
and permanent structure in which to
worship. While ornamental and
substantial business edifices are going
up in different parts of the city, our
churches should not be left in the rear,
since their activity has so much to do
with the collective as well as individual
prosperity.

Rev. John Wright, Trinity’s rector from 18691874, likely saw the plans and perhaps even
First Baptist’s foundation being laid. Later, by
1873, the imposing structure built on Center
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Today, Trinity Church continues to pray for
Christian unity. Though some doctrinal issues
and church disciplines will always be with us this
side of heaven, Trinity’s outreach with the
Ecumenical Food Pantry and the varied number
of Christian denominations that participate in
the Food of Faith meal program show that love
and service in Christ’s name have no bounds,
and though imperfect, already unite us.

Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild
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WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK & YOUTUBE

In-person and Online:
Sunday–10:00 AM – Holy Communion
Online only:
Wednesday–11:30 AM – Morning Prayer
Tues & Thurs–9:00 PM – Compline
FOOD OF FAITH 2:30 P.M. on Sundays

VESTRY
Senior Warden – Archie Duncan
Junior Warden – Don Middleton
Clerk/Secretary – Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Tony Hunsberger
Dan Keeler
Mickie Leibrand
Marc Mulholland

OFFICE HOURS
Currently by appointment
CONTACT US
Office Telephone: (989) 892-5813
***Cell Phone: (989) 326-0469***
E-mail:
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com
Web Site:
www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org
Facebook:
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City
YouTube:
Trinity Episcopal Church Bay City

Patrick Gray
Shelley Whitehead

Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

DIOCESE
The Rt. Rev. Prince Singh
Bishop Provisional
CLERGY
The Rev. Susan C. Rich

Rector

STAFF
Mrs. Rayechel Berger
Choir Director
Mr. Terry J. Oliver
Sexton
Mrs. Brenda Weaver
Bookkeeper
Mr. Patrick Winningham Congregational
Accompanist
CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF
Faith Culler
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Sean Brady
Bruce Sherbeck
Pat Trahan
Dee Mulholland
Chimes Editor
Pat Maxim
Web Site Manager
Food of Faith Ministry Leader
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