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Dear Trinity Community, 
 
The Christ child is, once again, reminding us of 
the hope we have in our God. The One who is 
from before time has entered our world as a 
vulnerable child in a humble setting to an 
unwed mother. 
 
In Mary’s song of praise to God, the Magnificat 
(Luke 1:46-55), she lifts up her voice in 
gratitude and thanksgiving for the gift of 
bearing the Holy One of God. It is a radical and 
profound proclamation. 
 
Throughout his ministry, Jesus turns things 
upside down. The things of the world that have 
become the norm in the living out of the Ten 
Commandments, Jesus teaches, have become 
skewed.  
 
In Mary’s Song she seems to know that this is 
the case. And she proclaims it in the past tense 
– as if these things have already taken place. 
Imagine, with Mary, this new reality. God’s 
strength shown through: *scattering the proud 
in the thoughts of their hearts; *bringing down 
the powerful and lifting up those of low 
stature; *filling the hungry will good things 
while sending the rich away empty. 
 
From the perspective of the Jews 2,000 years 
ago, Mary understood God’s promise of hope 
and renewal for them. Through the miracle of 
God incarnate – God’s becoming human – God 
has remembered the promise of mercy made 
so long before to Abraham. “I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, 

and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and to give to you, and to your 
offspring after you, the land where you are 
now an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a 
perpetual holding; and I will be their God.” 
(Genesis 17:6-8).  
 
This continues to be good news for us today. 
Jesus came into the world to reconcile all to 
God, to level out the field the way it was 
intended so that all may know and experience 
the amazing and abundant love of God. 
 
God’s perfect love casts out fear. Jesus is 
perfect love. We often hear him say to his 
followers, “Don’t be afraid.” When we 
experience God’s perfect love, we are no 
longer afraid of the people and things we don’t 
understand. There can no longer be hatred for 
another child of God because the fear that 
leads to hatred is transformed to love and all 
are welcome, all are offered grace, all receive 
mercy and forgiveness. 
 
In this newly described reality, there is peace in 
the world, a peace that surpasses all human 
understanding. 
 
And so, we join with Mary, once again, as our 
souls proclaim the greatness of God, rejoicing 
in Christ our Savior.  
 
May our hearts be ever open to God who is the 
Christ child, King of kings and Prince of Peace 
that we may be transformed as we are called 
back to all God has created us to be. 
 

In Christ’s love, Rev. Sue 
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OUR SYMPATHIES 
To Jeanne and Sarah Traxler on the death of 
Bob Traxler who died on October 30. 
 
To Mary Jane Elliot whose niece, Karen Hall, 
died unexpectedly on November 2. 
 
To Ellie Hartley and family on the death of Bob 
Hartley who died on November 12. 
 
To Susan Janke whose mother, Helen 
Jacqueline Siebenaller, died on November 12. 
 
THANK YOUs 
Mary K Freel for all the good work to make our 
Christmas Bazaar such a success. 
 
Hospitality Committee for providing all the 
food and personnel to sell food at the 
Christmas Bazaar and for the outstanding work 
done to provide a lovely reception following 
Bob Hartley’s funeral.  
 
The Rev. Nancy Mayhew for taking on Bob 
Hartley’s funeral during Rev. Sue’s vacation. 
 
Altar Guild, Annie Liermann and Terry Oliver 
who did a great job of providing many details 
needed for Bob Traxler’s and Bob Hartley’s 
funeral. 
 
Taylor Langstaff, Diane Rapson Gabil and the 
Historical Guild for taking such care these last 
many years in tending to and caring for the 
Advent and Christmas trees in our worship 
space. Thank you to the set-up crew headed up 
by Steve Anderson and the Altar Guild that is 
now taking on this important ministry. 
 
Mary K Freel for introducing us to the Tolling 
of the Bells for Peace on Veteran’s Day and for 
tolling the bells. 
 
Monica Borrello, Pat Maxim and Bruce 
Sherbeck for leading our first Faith Alive music 
sing-a-long. We had 30 people attend! 
 
 

HUGE FUNDRAISER SUCCESSES 
Our Harvest Dinner netted $1,603! 
Our Christmas Bazaar netted $1,296!  
Thank you to all who helped make these 
events fun and successful. 
 
DID YOU NOTICE?  
Thanks to some generous donors we now have 
new flooring at the parking lot entrance which 
is to last for many years.  
 
NOISY OFFERING 
Our children collect change (noisy money) 
along with paper money to go to the ministries 
they choose on the second Sunday of each 
month. December’s offering will go toward 
school supplies sent to United Way. 
 
FAITH ALIVE MUSIC 
Please join us on the second Sunday of each 
month in the church from 9:30-9:50am to sing 
some of the songs learned at our Faith Alive 
weekend with some songs from Camp 
Chickagami thrown in! Words will be provided 
on December 8 and beyond so everyone can 
sing along.  
 
FURNACE TEMPERATURE IN CHURCH 
We have a new process in place to regulate the 
temperature in our worship space for the 
comfort of our people and so the organ has 
time to adjust to any temperature change (an 
hour for every degree) prior to a service. 
Please do not change the thermostats in the 
worship space as we will have them set the day 
or two before Sunday worship and after 
worship. Depending on other activities, this 
schedule may be adjusted. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please speak with co-
Junior Wardens Amy Salazar/Don Middleton or 
Bruce Sherbeck or Rev. Sue. Thank you. 
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Community Christmas Hymn Sing will be on 
December 17th at 7:00pm.  Patrick Winningham 
will be playing the organ and the choir will be 
singing as well. 
 

 
December 24th at 5:00pm will be Festive Holy 
Communion with the children. 
 
December 24th at 10:00pm will be Festive Holy 
Communion with the Senior Choir. 
 
If you haven’t seen one of the videos from 
“Chuck Knows Church”, you are in for a real 
treat and an early Christmas present too from 
our friend, “Chuck”.  He’ll introduce you to 
“The Advent Wreath”, “Christmas”, “Blue 
Christmas”, “The Wise Men” and lots of other 
themes in our Christian calendar.  You will have 
lots of fun learning about these things.  Treat 
yourself to that early Christmas present and 
tell your friends; just tell them that Chuck sent 
you. Go to chuckknowschurch.com and enjoy. 
 
COUPLES & SINGLES 

We are forming fellowship dinner groups 
at Trinity to get to know each other better.  
The groups will consist of a combination of 
couples and singles of 6 to 8 members.  
These groups will meet for dinner at one 
another’s homes three to four times a 
year.  New groups will be formed each 
quarter. The first quarter will be January 
through March.  Please sign up by calling 
Ann Shea (318-780-7332).  Once we have 
everyone signed up, groups will be formed 
and we will begin in January.  Please feel 
free to call with any questions or more 
info. 

 
 
 

 
 
Birthdays: 
02 Perrien Hayhurst 
02 Marnie Syring 
04 Isabella Moulthrop 
07 Marc Mulholland 
07 June Swanson 
09 Shelley Anderson 
11 Christopher Shannon 
12 Jeri Anker 
13 Guy C. Moulthrop 
15 Heidi Marciniak 
17 Dee Mulholland 
19 Denise Middleton 
19 Karen Schmidt 
21 Thomas Hiss Tabor 
22 Donald Freel 
29 Olivia Moulthrop 
 
Anniversary: 
08 Cathy and Francis LaBerge 
20 James and Susan Hoyle 
20 Tod and Barbara Meisel 
21 Jeri and Dean Anker 
28 Marc and Dee Mulholland 
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REQUEST FROM ST. PAUL’S, SAGINAW 
St. Paul’s, Episcopal Church in Saginaw feeds 
the hungry each Sunday. Trinity members used 
to participate in this program up to four times 
a year in addition to our four times a year 
serving Food of Faith at Trinity. We have been 
asked by St. Paul’s to consider providing a meal 
one Sunday in 2020. Please speak with Rev. 
Sue if you are interested. 
 
HISTORICAL GUILD 
Almost every Sunday Taylor Langstaff is 
tending the Historical Guild’s gift table selling 
Rada cutlery, aprons, bookmarks, notecards, 
cookbooks, etc.  Proceeds from the sale of 
these items help to fund projects that the Guild 
does around our beloved Trinity church.  We 
also donate yearly to our Food Pantry feeding 

program. 
 
Help support us by purchasing some gift items 
for your family, friends or even yourself. 
 
St. Elizabeth’s Guild will meet for their 
Christmas luncheon at the Double Tree on 
December 10 at 12:30.  Reservations are 
recommended for this luncheon so call the 
church if you are able to come.  All are invited 
and welcome. 
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WORSHIP 

Sunday – 10:00 AM - With Music 
Wednesday – 11:30 AM - Without Music 

FOOD OF FAITH 2:30 P.M. on Sundays 
 
 OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Thursday   9:30AM– 1:00 PM 
and by appointment 

 
CONTACT US 
Telephone: (989) 892-5813 

E-mail: 
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com 

Web Site: 
www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org 

Facebook: 
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City 

VESTRY 

Archie Duncan – Senior Warden 
Amy Salazar - Co-Junior Warden 
Don Middleton - Co-Junior Warden 
Faith Culler - Clerk 
Kurt Carlstrom 
Leo Borrello 
Susan Hoyle  
Tony Hunsberger 
Ann Shea 
 

 
Patrick Gray Treasurer 

 

CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Whayne Hougland 
 Bishop Provisional 

The Rev. Susan C. Rich Rector 

 

STAFF 
Mrs. Rosie Alvarez                Bookkeeper 
Mrs. Rayechel Berger          Choir Director 
Mrs. Annie Liermann                 Secretary 
Mr. Terry J. Oliver Sexton 

 
CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF 
Faith Culler 
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady 
Sean Brady 
Bruce Sherbeck 
Pat Trahan 

 
Dee Mulholland Chimes Editor 
Pat Maxim                   Web Site Manager 
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