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Dear Trinity Community,
As I was driving to Trinity, the other day, I
noticed some police lights down the road on
Woodside Avenue just after I’d crossed the
bridge. There were multiple police cars and
after a moment I was able to see that between
the sets of flashing lights was a truck with an
enormous pine tree that took up the full two
lanes.
Later in the day I was heading into town and
saw that same big tree being moved into place
by the river for all of Bay City to enjoy.
It made me think about all the preparation that
must go into that whole project. This, in turn,
caused me to think about all the preparations
we make for Christmas. It takes a lot to prepare
our hearts, home and church to be ready for
Christmas. This is what the good work of Advent
is all about…getting ready…for Jesus.
Plans are in place at Trinity to decorate in
different stages. I’m sure you’re doing the same
thing at home. What happens when determines
how smoothly things go.
The work of Advent is preparing our souls to
receive, once again, the amazing gift of Jesus
Christ into the world and into our lives. Jesus is
the Light of the World, the One who pierces the
darkness with light that illuminates all things.
One may consider using Forward Movement’s,
daily meditation booklet, Day By Day to read
and reflect on the meditation provided each
day or maybe read one or more of the bible
passages listed. (If you were to read these
passages each day for two years you would
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have read most of the bible!) It will be
important to have a plan to decide at what time
of the day this will best fit into your schedule.
Another popular option is to open the door on
an Advent calendar each day. Lots of them have
candy but I prefer the ones that contain a
picture in the “window” and a scripture
reference. As December moves along, and more
windows are open, the excitement increases.
Making or buying an Advent wreath is also a
popular tool for preparing for Christmas. It can
be placed in the middle of the dining room table
and before dinner the appropriate number of
candles are lit, a prayer said, and sometimes an
Advent hymn sung.
Wrapping a present each day and offering a
prayer of thanksgiving for that person while
pondering God’s love for them would be lovely.
Each of us can come up with creative ways to
do what needs to be done while intentionally
bringing Jesus into our thoughts that doesn’t
add stress to already full schedules.
My prayer for all of us is that we take time to
notice the ways Jesus is coming to us to
illuminate the darkness in and around us.
Making a plan is an effective tool. In what
way(s) can you set aside time and attention to
do this?
In Christ’s love,
Rev. Sue

2019 FINANCIAL PLANNING
If you haven’t turned in your Estimate of Giving
card, please do so soon.

THANK YOU
to the combined choirs of Memorial
Presbyterian Church, Midland and our
Senior Choir for the lovely Thanksgiving
Evensong.
to the Middleton family, the
Whiteheads and the Choir for hosting
Coffee hours in November.
FRIENDS OF MUSIC
Join us for A Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols on Sunday, December 23, 2018, at
4:00 p.m. This year marks the 100th
anniversary of the service in its current
form. The service originated in 1878 at
Truro Cathedral in England and was taken
up at Kings College, Cambridge in 1918, in
the form we now know. It is sung all over
the world.
Exultate Deo Chamber Choir, directed by
Robert Sabourin will sing the service.
Nicholas Schmelter will be the organist.
Friends of Music will host a reception in the
parish hall following the service.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
We will again offer two Christmas Eve
services. The 5:00 p.m. service will be lead
by our choristers and feature the Sunday
School children. The 10:00 p.m. service will
begin with 30 minutes of organ and choral
music (starting at 9:30 p.m.). Both services
are services of Holy Communion and will
include familiar carols, choral and organ
music.
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OUR SYMPATHIES
to the family and friends of Kat
Champagne who died November 26.
CONGRATULATIONS
to Joshua Ward and Taylor Hohwart
on the start of their wedded life on
November 3. Josh grew up at Trinity until
his family moved to Saginaw.

Trinity Church
Her People, Her building, Then and now
Silent Night
The story of Silent Night is one of the most
endearing and enduring in Christian hymnody.
It is the work of a faithful young priest, Fr.
Joseph Mohr, and a talented organist - choir
director, Franz Gruber.
Joseph Mohr (1792 – 1848) was boy chorister in
the Austrian cathedral in Salzburg. He was
ordained into the Catholic priesthood in 1815.
Most of his life was spent ministering in
parishes near Salzburg. Living a simple life, he
died in poverty after giving away what little he
had to the poor.

gift of a song that has moved hearts for two
hundred years. Silent Night has been translated
into 300 languages and sung in the grandest
cathedral and humblest chapel. On December
24, 1914, in the middle of the First World War,
the song brought German, Belgian, French and
British soldiers a brief spell of peace as weapons
were put down and Christmas Eve went down
in history as the Christmas truce. That
Christmas Eve in 1818 when Mohr played the
guitar, and the humble priest and creative
musician together sang the first Silent Night,
the worshipers at St. Nicholas Church were
deeply moved. Today, two hundred years later,
so are we.

In 1816, Mohr wrote the poem that would later
make him famous around the world. He was
serving as an assistant priest in Mariapfarr,
Austria. His grandfather lived nearby, and it is
easy to imagine that he could have written the
words while walking through the countryside to
visit his elderly relative. The fact is, we have no
idea if any particular event inspired the young
priest to pen this poetic version of the birth of
Christ. The world is fortunate, however, that he
didn’t leave it behind when he was transferred
to Oberndorf in 1817.
Franz Xaver Gruber, (1787 – 1863) was an
Austrian cantor and school teacher, holding
church positions near Salzburg, including the
little village of Oberndorf. On December 24,
1818, Joseph Mohr journeyed to the home of
his friend, musician-teacher Franz Gruber who
lived in an apartment over the schoolhouse in
nearby Arnsdorf. He showed him the poem and
asked him to add a melody and guitar
accompaniment so that it could be sung at
Midnight Mass. His reason for wanting the new
carol is unknown. Some speculate that the
organ would not work; others felt the assistant
pastor, who dearly loved guitar music, merely
wanted a new carol for Christmas.
Whatever the reason, the world received the
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Sanctuary of Trinity Church at the Holy Season
of Christmas with High Altar and Children’s
Window. Many years ago, the trees were
lighted with candles; today, electric lights
remind us that Christ is the Light of the World.
(Much of the above article is gleaned from
material written by Bill Egan, retired Navy
photojournalist and staff writer for Year ‘Round
Christmas Magazine.)

Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild

St Elizabeth’s Guild will meet for lunch at
Hooligan’s on December 11th at 12:30. All
are invited and welcome.
Chili Dinner Fundraiser

Birth Days:
Perrien Hayhurst
Marnie Syring
Isabella Moulthrop
Marc Mulholland
June Swanson
Shelley Anderson
Christopher Shannon
Jeri Anker
Guy C. Moulthrop Jr.
Heidi Marciniak
Dee Mulholland
Archie Duncan
Denise Middleton
Karen Schmidt
Thomas Hiss Tabor
Donald Freel
Olivia Moulthrop
Anniversary:
Francis & Cathy LaBerge
James and Susan Hoyle
Tod and Barbara Meisel
Jeri and Dean Anker
Marc and Dee Mulholland
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Help us purchase new glassware while you
enjoy a great evening of fellowship and
Chili.
Date: Tuesday, January 22
Time: 5:00 to 7:00pm
Cost: $8.00 for adults
$5.00 for children 4 to 12
4 and under free!!

Menu:
White Chicken Chili
Chili with Beef
Vegetarian Chili
Corn bread and crackers

FOOD OF FAITH CHRISTMAS DINNER –
SUNDAY DECEMBER 23

Trinity is serving dinner on December 23rd
and we would like to provide a small gift
bag for our neighbors. We are gathering
trial sized personal care items and a few
sweets to share the love of Christmas with
those who have so little. Things we could
use: trial size shampoo, cream rinse,
toothpaste, lotion, soap, etc. Please bring
your donations to church by Sunday,
December 16th so we can assemble the
bags.
Dessert will be Christmas cookies and ice
cream so if you can provide 2-3 dozen
cookies just let Team Trinity know.
If you would like to take part in our final
serving for 2018 you will see the spirit of
Trinity in action in our neighborhood. Many
hands make light work and you can kick off
your own Christmas with the good feeling
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you get from serving the least among us.
Let Pat Maxim, Dee Mulholland, or Shelley
Whitehead know if you want to share the
fun.
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WORSHIP

Sunday – 10:00 AM - With Music
Wednesday – 11:30 AM - Without Music
FOOD OF FAITH 2:30 P.M. on Sundays
OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday 9:30AM– 3:00 PM
Closed for lunch
12:30 – 1:30PM
CONTACT US
Telephone: (989) 892-5813
E-mail:
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com
Web Site:
www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org
Facebook:
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City

VESTRY
Jett Whitehead – Senior Warden
Amy Salazar – Junior Warden
Faith Culler - Clerk
Kurt Carlstrom
Archie Duncan
Ken Fowler
Susan Hoyle
Pat Maxim
Patrick Gray

Treasurer

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Catherine Waynick
Bishop Provisional
The Rev. Susan C. Rich
Rector
STAFF
Mrs. Rosie Alvarez
Office Manager
Mr. Robert C. Sabourin
Organist/Choir Master
Mr. Terry J. Oliver
Sexton
CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF
Faith Culler
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Sean Brady
Bruce Sherbeck
Pat Trahan
Dee Mulholland
Pat Maxim
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Chimes Editor
Website
Facebook
Food of Faith

