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darkness.
Dear Trinity Community,
Advent is upon us and our focus shifts to the
coming of Christ into the world.
For weeks we’ve begun to see the stores focus
on selling Christmas decorations and gifts,
while television shows push idealistic and feelgood movies often with no mention of Jesus
who is, after all, the reason for the season and
the greatest gift of all.
But this is nothing new. What is new is that we
are in a time of pandemic, that brings with it
mask-wearing, physical distancing,
handwashing, restrictions, quarantining and
isolation. And we know this, too.
Our Advent and Christmas will be like none
other. And so, it will be wise for us to set our
sights on Christ in new ways.
For some, families will be able to gather to
share time, meals and gifts. For most of us that
will not be the case as we stay home or join
with one other household with whom we
already have contact. Either way, our
Christmas traditions will not be experienced in
the same way.
We have some choices. We can place our
attention on not being able to do things as
we’ve done in the past and on the grief of not
being with family. Or we can place our
attention on the way Jesus is lighting our
darkness with his ever-so bright light and find
ways to bring the light of Christ to others.
Yes, we will still miss being with family and
receiving hugs and engaging in conversation
with them. AND we can also decide, now, how
we will choose to celebrate the One who
comes into the world to free us from all
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We know the story of the first Christmas quite
well and maybe the experience of a pandemic
will shake us up enough that the story and
experience of God coming to earth will open
our whole beings to the radical nature of God’s
amazing and abundant love for us!
In the largest and smallest of ways, let us pay
attention to how God is coming to each of us.
May we seek to be aware of how God’s
indwelling Spirit is moving in ways we never
noticed before. This may just bring us to
possibilities that will bring us and one another
great joy!
What if we each spent some time during
Advent – this time of preparation – to seek the
ways Jesus is coming to us and to thank God?
What if we each decided to embrace this
challenging time to in some way bring the light
and hope of Christ to another who may need
some light?
I invite you to explore the holy possibility by
brainstorming. If Christmas is going to be so
different, maybe every tradition to which we
are accustomed is on the table to be reimagined. As we open ourselves up to new
possibilities we may be surprised by joy!
May God’s deep and abiding peace, joy and
love be made known to you in surprising ways
this Advent and Christmas.
In Christ’s love, Rev. Sue
“The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.” John 1:5

THANK YOU
Mary K Freel for tolling the bells at our second
annual Bells of Peace service as we
remembered those who served in World War I.
Monica Borrello, Mickie Leibrand and Rev.
Rebecca Owsley for taking on leadership of
additional Compline services.
Rayechel Berger and Patrick Winningham for a
lovely Thanksgiving Evensong.
Archie Duncan for his tenacity in figuring out
the technology to provide our live streamed
worship with excellent video and audio.
To all who have donated so generously to the
Rector’s Discretionary Fund.

A CHRISTMAS PROJECT
The Worship Committee is working on a Silent
Night Christmas project and we need your
help! A video is being created for our
Christmas Eve services that will be
livestreamed online. Please take a picture of
those in your household holding lit candles.
Then send it in by Sunday, December 13 in
JPEG format to Anne@annetrahan.com. If you
don’t have email, please contact Anne Trahan
or Rev. Sue and we’ll figure it out!
WORSHIP ONLINE
Facebook and YouTube live stream: Trinity
Episcopal Church Bay City
Sunday 10:00am Holy Eucharist
Wednesday 11:30am Morning Prayer
Daily 9:00pm Compline

OUR SYMPATHIES
To Cathy LaBerge on the death of their father,
Richard Williams, who died October 30.
To the family of Rod Adams who died
November 4.
To Rosie Alvarez on the death of her niece
Melissa who died on November 30.
LIVING NATIVITY
This free family-friendly event will be held at
Bay Shore Camp, 450 N Miller St, Sebewaing,
MI 48759 on December 5, 5:00pm-7:30pm. For
more information go to
bayshorecamp.org/livingnativity.
PLANNING FOR 2021
2021 Financial Commitment Cards have been
sent out and are due in the office by
December 6 when they will be offered at our
Sunday worship.
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS/FRIENDS OF MUSIC
We will enjoy Christmas poinsettias again this
year. Please fill out the enclosed form and
return it to the office with the names of your
thanksgivings, memorials and check. Flowers
will be available for pick up after church on
January 10, Epiphany Sunday.
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CHRISTMAS ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
December 24 at 5:00pm featuring our children
December 24 at 9:30pm music, and 10:00pm
Festive service
Sunday, December 27 at 10:00am Christmas
Lessons & Carols

DIOCESAN BUILDING CLOSURE UPDATE
As of November 22, all Episcopal Church
buildings in Michigan are closed. Fortunately,
unlike in March, we are able to provide online
livestreaming of worship inside our churches
with those holding specific duties (worship
leaders, technical support) present. We are
able to have minimal staff to maintain essential
operations and Food of Faith (our preapproved curbside food distribution program)
remains able to serve.

This current phase of closure will be for several
months, no one knows for sure how long. We
wait and wait some more. Like Mary, pregnant
with the Savior of the world, who awaited the
birth of her firstborn, we wait for the birth of a
new day when we can be free from the
restrictions set before us.
We continue to be a people of hope and
provide the Light of Christ to a darkened world.
There is God’s Good News to share and we will
continue to do that through offering online
worship, feeding the hungry, and reaching out
to those inside and outside Trinity’s faith
community with compassion and
encouragement.
LIVESTREAMING TECHNOLOGY UPDATE
Thanks to Archie Duncan, our technology for
livestreaming is up and running with new video
cameras, computer, monitor, a mixer and new
microphones specifically to pick up the organ.
We budgeted close to $2,000 for this
equipment. Thanks to memorials that covered
an additional $1,000 for specialized
microphones and equipment you will now
notice our online sound is exceptional.
RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
During this time of great need our
congregation has been able to assist 14 people
with temporary housing, permanent housing,
transportation and bills. Your generosity has
been immense and our funds are now getting
depleted. The need remains great and your
continued support is deeply appreciated.
Checks can be made out to Trinity Episcopal
Church with Rector’s Discretionary Fund in the
memo.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING
Trinity – Rector Discretionary Fund, Food of
Faith, Food Pantry
Locally – Bay Area Women’s Center, American
Red Cross, Mid Michigan Community Action
Globally – Episcopal Relief and Development’s
Gifts For Life, Heifer International, World
Vision
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PRAYER LIST UPDATES
If you have someone you would like to add to
one of our prayer lists, please email
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com or call 989326-0469 (cell) and we will make sure this
happens.
VIDEO MEETING RESOURCE AVAILABLE
Can’t gather together with your family? You
may use Trinity’s Zoom account to do so, just
let Rev. Sue know! revsuerich@gmail.com or
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com or 989-3260469.
CONTRIBUTIONS
Your continued financial support of Trinity is
greatly appreciated. Your Finance Committee
and Vestry continue to work diligently to utilize
all resources available to us during this
unprecedented time.
Ways to provide us with your contributions:
 Write and mail a check to Trinity
 IRA contribution
 Go to www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org,
click on the online giving link which will
take you to the diocesan webpage.
RESOURCES FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
 Mental Health Hotline 10am-2pm
daily. 888-733-7753
 Disaster Distress Hotline. 800-9855990
 Free mindfulness meditation website.
www.headspace.com/mi
 Free digital lessons focused on
developing social, emotional and wellbeing skills, especially in the wake of
the COVID-19 crisis.
www.michiganvirtual.org/michigancar
es
 Michigan Sexual Assault Hotline
(talk/text/chat). 855-VOICES4
 Domestic Violence Hotline. 800-799SAFE

Looking for Gifts for Family and Friends?
2020 has changed the ways we do gift
buying! Going into stores can be
uncomfortable for some people and yet it
is important to support local
groups/businesses. Why not try this!
RADA Cutlery items can be purchased using
your computer and support Trinity
Episcopal Church Historical Guild! The
items you purchase will be delivered
directly to your home - or address of your
choice.
Just go to the link below and it will take
you directly to the fundraising page
supporting Trinity’s Historical Guild:
https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=482466
1.1a 8ff81
If you have any questions or want to order
through the actual catalog, please contact
me.
Diane Rapson Gabil
Historical Guild, Chairperson
989-392-1080
Merry Christmas!
Altar Flowers
There is an opening for altar flowers on
December 13th. Even though we are not
attending in person we can still see the
altar flowers online. Please call the office
or Elizabeth Campbell if you are interested
in donating for this date.
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Birth Days:
Perrien Hayhurst
Marnie Syring
Isabella Moulthrop
Marc Mulholland
June Swanson
Shelley Anderson
Christopher Shannon
Jeri Anker
Guy C. Moulthrop
Heidi Marciniak
Dee Mulholland
Denise Middleton
Karen Schmidt
Thomas Hiss Tabor
Donald Freel
Olivia Moulthrop
Anniversary:
Cathy and Mike LaBerge
James and Susan Hoyle
Tod and Barbara Meisel
Jeri and Dean Anker
Marc and Dee Mulholland

Trinity Church
Her People, Her Building
Then and Now

The Chrismon Tree
The Chrismon Tree is an evergreen tree often
placed in the chancel or nave of a church
during Advent and Christmastide. For
Christians, the evergreen tree itself symbolizes
the eternal life Jesus Christ provides. The
Chrismon Tree differs from the traditional
Christmas tree in that it is decorated only with
clear lights and Chrismons (contraction for
Christ and monogram) or ornaments.
Chrismons are made from white and gold
material, the two being the liturgical colors of
the Christmas season.
The Chrismon Tree and
Crismons first came into
being in 1957 at
Ascension Lutheran
Church in Danville,
Virginia. That year, Mrs.
Frances Kipps Spenser
began thinking of a way
to decorate the
Christmas tree in her
church in a way that
would be more suitable
for a sanctuary. She
thought that traditional
bright ornaments were
not appropriate for a
worship setting and
began looking for
something that would reflect the Christian
faith.
Thinking of the tradition of decorating a
birthday cake with the honoree’s name, Mrs.
Spenser decided to place the name of Jesus
and His title, Christ, on the tree. Rather than
using English, however, she used the Greek
monograms. Thus, the Greek “Chi Ro” became
one of the earliest Chrismons because it is a
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monogram for Christos, the Greek word for
Christ. These simple monograms and some
crosses decorated the first Chrismon Tree.
Over the years,
Frances Spenser
added other designs
using the signs and
symbols used by the
early Christians. As
these designs
increased in number,
they included
references to Jesus’
life, ministry and teachings. Chrismons are
traditionally white and gold. White is the
Church color for Christmas and symbolizes
Christ’s majesty and glory. Gold symbolizes His
kingship. Chrismons can be made from
anything but paper and embroidered ones are
the most widely used.
Last year the Sunday School students added
Chrismons to their craft-making skills, making
white-and-gold ornaments in the shape of a
Greek cross, that is one with equidistant
“arms”, like a plus (+) sign. It also reminded
them that the Parish Hall, originally called the
Stone Chapel, was in the shape of a Greek
cross. And the 1883 structure was specifically
built for use for the 300 Sunday School
“Scholars”. Today, Chrismons, especially those
made in the shape of a cross, remind all of us
that the Cross is the reason Jesus came into the
world, to give us life here and life eternal. May
Christ, the Light of the World, be the center of
our Advent and Christmas seasons.
*Much of the preceding information is taken
from Misty York, Chaplain at the Carolina
Senior
Care Center.
Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild

Chrismons
If you’re looking for some more
information on Chrismons, and are feeling
somewhat crafty, there are dozens of ideas
for patterns, ornaments, etc. by doing a
Google search for Chrismons and clicking
“images”.
And if you’d like to check out a great video
on Chrismons, go to our friend, Chuck,
from “Chuck Knows Church.”
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The Advent Wreath
Adapted from “The Whole People of God”
The First Sunday of Advent HOPE
Advent means “coming.” In this season we
prepare for the coming of the Christ.
The Advent wreath includes many symbols.
The wreath is in the shape of a circle, without
beginning or ending. This reminds us that
there is no beginning and no ending to God.
God’s love and care for us never ends. The
candles tell us of the light which came into the
world with Jesus Christ.
Like the ancient Hebrew people we cry out to
God from a broken and hurting world. We,
too, know how it feels to be like leaves blown
about in the wind. We acknowledge that our
lives are not what God meant them to be. And
like the ancient Hebrews we welcome the
words of hope from Isaiah that we are like clay
and God is the potter. God created us and will
recreate us, shaping us in love. Shalom will
come if we put our trust in God.
With the lighting of this candle, we celebrate
the hope of Israel, and the hope that we have
in Jesus Christ. We continue to hope in God’s
promise that Christ will come again to fill our
lives and the life of the world with love and joy
and peace.
The Second Sunday of Advent PEACE
Last Sunday we lit the first candle in our
Advent wreath, the candle of hope. Let us light
it again, as a symbol of our desire for healing
and wholeness for our world. Our hope is in
God’s way of Shalom.
John the Baptist called on the people of his day
to get ready for the coming of the Messiah.
They were to repent—turn around—change
their focus. The peace—the Shalom we seek,
grows out of a willingness to repent and
change direction.
We light this second candle to remind us that
Jesus is the Prince of Peace. His life has shown
us ways to share God’s peace with others.
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The Third Sunday of Advent JOY
We have lit again the two candles in our
Advent wreath, to remind us of God’s gifts of
hope and peace. Today we will light the third
candle, the pink one, representing joy.
The book of Isaiah describes the joy that will
come with the dawning of Shalom. The broken
hearted will be healed, the captives released,
grief will turn to gladness, and justice will come
to all the people.
Jesus came to bring good news to the poor,
sight to the blind, and release to the captives.
We light this candle in joy and thanksgiving for
the gift of Jesus who sets us free.
The Fourth Sunday of Advent LOVE
Today we light the fourth candle in our Advent
wreath, the candle reminding us of God’s gift
of love. Before we do that, let us remember
the gifts of God symbolized by the other
candles in the wreath: the light of hope, the
light of peace, and the light of joy. The fourth
candle helps us to remember that God is Love.
The Bible tells us that it is because God loved
the world so much that Jesus came. The angel
Gabriel announced the pending birth to Mary,
saying “Peace be with you! The Lord is with
you and has greatly blessed you!” Mary was
deeply troubled. She had many questions. It
was a big responsibility. God had chosen Mary
to help gift the world with love. Mary
responds: “I am the Lord’s servant. Let me be
with you as I have said.”
This fourth candle reminds us how much God
loves us. Jesus was born into our world to
show us how to love one another.
Christmas Eve/Day THE CHRIST CANDLE
For four weeks the candles have been burning
as we thought about hope, peace, joy, and
love. These are the gifts which Jesus brought
to us at Christmastime. The waiting is over and
Jesus is born.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Donations to Trinity’s
Christmas Poinsettia fund
provides the flower
arrangements we enjoy
during the Christmas Season. Please give a
minimum gift of $15.00.

FRIENDS OF MUSIC
Donations to Trinity’s Friends of
Music fund help to support the fine
music we enjoy at Christmas and
throughout the year. Please give generously.
DUE DECEMBER 13, 2020
Your name(s):

DUE DECEMBER 13, 2020
Your name(s):

Contact #:
I would like to contribute $ ____________ to
the Trinity Episcopal Christmas Poinsettia Fund.
_______ In grateful thanksgiving for:

Contact #:
I would like to contribute $ ____________ to
Trinity Episcopal Church Friends of Music.
_______ In grateful thanksgiving for:

And/Or ________ In loving memory of:

And/Or ________ In loving memory of:

Please make checks to Trinity Episcopal
Church. Mark on the check “Christmas
Poinsettias.” Please seal your check and a copy
of this form in an envelope and place it in
Trinity’s mailbox outside the office door or mail
it to 815 N. Grant St., Bay City, 48706.
PLEASE USE OTHER SIDE OF FORM FOR
FRIENDS OF MUSIC DONATION.
Office Use:
Date donation was received:
Cash
$__________

Please make checks to Trinity Episcopal
Church. Mark on the check “Friends of Music.”
Please seal your check and a copy of this form
in an envelope and place it in Trinity’s mailbox
outside the office door or mail it to 815 N.
Grant St., Bay City, 48706.
PLEASE USE OTHER SIDE OF FORM FOR
POINSETTIA DONATION.
Office Use:
Date donation was received:
Cash
$__________
Check $__________ # ____________
Total Donation $__________

Check

$__________ # ____________

Total Donation $__________
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WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK & YOUTUBE

Sunday–10:00 AM – Liturgy of the Word
with Spiritual Communion
Wednesday–11:30 AM – Morning Prayer
Daily–9:00 PM – Compline
FOOD OF FAITH 2:30 P.M. on Sundays
OFFICE HOURS
Currently via telephone
CONTACT US
Office Telephone: (989) 892-5813
***Cell Phone: (989) 326-0469***
E-mail:
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com
Web Site:
www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org
Facebook:
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City
YouTube:
Trinity Episcopal Church Bay City

VESTRY
Senior Warden – Archie Duncan
Junior Warden – Don Middleton
Clerk/Secretary – Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Leo Borrello
Tony Hunsberger
Dan Keeler
Mickie Leibrand
Amy Salazar

Patrick Gray
CLERGY
The Rev. Susan C. Rich

Rector

STAFF
Mrs. Rosie Alvarez
Bookkeeper
Mrs. Rayechel Berger
Choir Director
Mr. Terry J. Oliver
Sexton
Mr. Patrick Winningham Congregational
Accompanist
CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF
Faith Culler
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Sean Brady
Bruce Sherbeck
Pat Trahan
Dee Mulholland
Pat Maxim
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Treasurer

Chimes Editor
Web Site Manager

Trinity Episcopal Church
815 North Grant Street
Bay City, Michigan 48708

