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Dear Trinity Community,
I’ve been thinking a lot about the need for
balance in all aspects of life. Jesus seemed to
have a good grasp of this. Like many busy
people, he was often pulled in lots of
directions. And, remarkably, he met those he
encountered where they were in their lives –
spiritually, mentally and emotionally.
Jesus gave greatly of himself for the good of
the world, the community, the individual. And
we see how at times he would get tired and go
off to a garden or other quiet place to pray.
It was in these times and places of quiet, Jesus
rested, talked to God, and became refreshed
so he could go back into the world to do God’s
work of healing and reconciliation. He also
hung out with his friends and partied down at
weddings. I imagine him having a wonderful,
infectious laugh.
How are you feeling at this point in the year?
Are you refreshed or tired from your summer
activities? Are you excited and raring to go for
the upcoming school year? Have you had some
down time to just pay attention to you? Have
you spent fun time with family and/or friends?
Have you laughed much?
No matter which scenario fits you best, I
cordially invite you to attend our Faith Alive
weekend September 6-8. Hopefully you’ve
been hearing about it and are registered, but, if
not, we have a wonderful opportunity before
us to gather for spiritual renewal.
A team of ten people are coming from Texas,
Florida, South Carolina, Ohio and Michigan to
lead us. They will share their faith journeys,
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lead us in wonderful music, support us in our
spiritual lives, participate in conversations over
meals and join us for worship on Sunday.
There are several opportunities for you to
participate throughout the weekend. You may
sign up for one, some or all of them. Sessions
are Friday dinner/program, Saturday morning
program/lunch, Saturday dinner/program. We
wrap things up with Sunday worship followed
by a potluck lunch.
We have been praying for this event the last
several Sundays and there is also a 24-hour
prayer vigil scheduled the day before the team
arrives. We are asking you to sign up for a onehour time slot to pray for the good of this
weekend. The sign-up sheet is in the office
during the week and in the Parish Hall before
and after Sunday worship. A packet of prayers,
bible passages and suggestions will be
provided to you as you will pray in the comfort
of your own home. If you have children, you
could sign up for an hour as a family.
Our Trinity planning team has been working
hard on the preparation so that all our ducks
are in a row and we can rest in God’s Spirit
once the weekend arrives. If you have any
questions you may call our General Chair, Ann
Shea at 318-780-7332 or Registration Chair,
Archie Duncan at 352-630-2791.
Let us pray. Gracious Jesus, we ask for your
guidance as we prepare for our Faith Alive
Weekend. Bless those who will come from
other cities to lead us, and guide those at
Trinity who are prayerfully planning and
arranging for this special time. God, we pray
that You will ignite in each member of Trinity

an eagerness to attend as the time draws near.
Loving God, by faith, make us alive to your
presence and ready to experience a renewed
sense of being part of your family at Trinity.
We pray that the weekend will cause us to
grow closer to you and to each other and to
increase our passion to serve others. Holy
Spirit, come among us and fill us with your
love. Amen.
In Christ’s love, Rev. Sue
THANK YOUS
Monica Borrello for providing beautiful guitar
music on Sundays throughout the summer.
Dorothy Moll for providing lovely organ music
twice each in July and August.

NEW VESTRY MEMBER
We are very pleased to announce the
appointment of Leo Borrello as Ken Fowler’s
Vestry replacement. Welcome Leo!
JOURNEYS OF PAUL IN GREECE 2020
Bishop Hougland invites the people of the
Dioceses of Western Michigan and Eastern
Michigan to join him on pilgrimage – tracing
the journeys of Paul through Greece.
Our pilgrimage will take place May 8-20, 2020
throughout the country of Greece as we trace
the journey of Paul. This 13-day journey will
include visits to Philippi, Athens, and Corinth,
as well as a three-day cruise traveling to
Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, Santorini and more.
Please go to http://edwm.org for details.

Nick Schmelter for the wonderful organ recital
on August 11.
Vestry for hosting Nick Schmelter’s organ
recital and reception.
Rev. Ann Grady for leading worship on August
18.
Bob Sabourin and Exultate Deo for the
beautiful concert on August 24.
Bruce Sherbeck for his great care of our
building.
Garden Guild for the continued watering of
our beautiful flowers.
Chris Kolka for using his new zero-turn mower
on our grass.
All who gave toward the Back To School
Backpack Program.
OUR SYMPATHIES
To the family (especially brother Don) of
George Freel who died August 12.
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Birthdays:
03
Alex MacGregor
05
Pat Middleton
10
Amy Middleton
12
Alex Hunsberger
12
Tod Meisel
18
Sue Suchodolski
21
George Middleton
22
Gary Krzysik
22
Lon LaBerge
24
Kurt Carlstrom
24
May Falvey
24
Annie Liermann
25
Catherine Leibrand
28
Eric Mulholland
29
Monica Borrello
30
Allen Laskowski
30
Katharine Freel

Anniversaries:
03
Gregory & Sharon Scharich
04
Patrick & Anne Trahan
08
Jett & Shelly Whitehead
17
David & April York
19
Tony & Michelle Hunsberger
22
Alex & Joyce MacGregor
St Elizabeth’s Guild will meet for lunch on
September 10th at 12:30 at Mussel Beach
restaurant at 3540 State Park Dr. All are
welcome and we hope to see you.
There is an opening for altar flowers on
September 29th. Please call the office if
you are interested in providing flowers for
this date..

Trinity Church
Her People, Her Building
Then and Now
Trinity’s Early Years
A hundred seventy-five plus years ago, the
land we now call Bay City, was a wilderness
with abundant forest and wildlife. In 1842,
Lower Saginaw, as Bay City was called then,
was a small Indian trading post. Six or seven
houses were grouped along the river bank.
Green fields sloped down to the water’s edge
and beyond the fields were miles of forest.
Travel was by canoe or
on foot. Coming from Flint, as Father
Brown, an early missionary priest did, was a
journey of considerable effort. He covered an
unlimited portion of Northern Michigan and
when the first white settlement appeared
along the wilds of the Saginaw Valley, he was
the priest who visited the few scattered
Episcopal flock. One of his last canoe
journeys to this territory was on March 3,
1843, to administer the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism to the infant son of Mr. and Mrs.
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James Gillespie Birney. This was the first
known baptism in this little frontier
community.
By 1850, there were sufficient families to
make the hope of a parish a reality. Several
Episcopal families labored during these early
years to instill a spiritual sense into the tiny
village. Aided by Fr. Brown and other early
missionary priests, church services were held
intermittently in a small brown school house,
the only public building in the settlement.
In January 1853, the Rev. Mr. Voltaire
Spaulding became the missionary to this
whole region with headquarters in Saginaw
City. He officiated in Lower Saginaw (Bay
City) the third Sunday of each month. What
was later to become Trinity Parish was at that
time part of St. John’s Parish in Saginaw.
Some of Trinity’s early records of its preparish history are to be found in that church
today. About a year after Mr. Spaulding
arrived, and when the population of Lower
Saginaw had increased to about 400 people,
there were enough Episcopal families in our
village and enough support available to
warrant the organization of a parish. Thus, in
1854, Trinity Church was formally
established.
The Rev. Mr. Spaulding’s vigorous and
abundant ministry, and the early Trinity
pioneer families devout faith and sacrificial
efforts were rewarded. The faithful who had
first met in their homes, then in the little
school house and later in a bowling alley,
would erect their first building dedicated to
the worship of Almighty God.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC UPDATE
At our Faith Alive Weekend we will be
singing some of our favorite hymns. We
will also be introduced to some wonderful
contemporary praise music. Some of the
feedback received from the Worship
Survey desired an exploration of this, and
other, types of music. This is a first step in
this process. We continue to work on our
accompanist situation.
The first Trinity Church was a wooden
clapboard structure on Washington Avenue.
Its 18 pews seated 90 souls. On May 10th,
1860, it was consecrated by Bishop
McCoskry of Detroit. It was the third church
to be erected in the village.
*Most of the preceding information was
gleaned from the 1954 One Hundredth
Anniversary booklet.
Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild
CHURCH PICNIC &amp; WORSHIP
OCTOBER 6!
We will, again, share worship
and a picnic lunch with the
good people of St. Alban’s.
This year it is St. Alban’s turn to host. They
will provide the location and meat for the
potluck. Please plan on attending
this fun event!
CHORISTERS TO BEGIN
We are proud to announce that Rayechel
Berger will be directing the Choristers! She
is currently working on plans for the 20192020 season.
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Why should I put these dates on my calendar?
These are the dates of our Faith Alive
Weekend.
What is Faith Alive?
Faith Alive is a spiritual renewal programs that
take place over a weekend at our church.
Who are the programs for?
The weekend provides programs for everyone:
adults, teens, and children.
What happens on the weekend?
We enjoy meals together, welcome out-oftown visitors who share their faith journey
with us, meet in groups, worship God as we
sing, and get to know each other better. The
teens’ and children’s programs are energetic,
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fun, and Christ-centered.
Who is in charge?
God is in charge! But, for more information,
you can talk to His helpers at our church:
CONTACT INFORMATION General Info – Ann
Shea (318) 780-7332 or sheabann@yahoo.com
Registration Info (352) 630-2791 or
archied463@gmail.com with names of adults,
and ages of teens, children and babies so that
we may plan for Friday and Saturday meals.
Transportation to events available as needed.
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WORSHIP

Sunday – 10:00 AM - With Music
Wednesday – 11:30 AM - Without Music
FOOD OF FAITH 2:30 P.M. on Sundays

OFFICE HOURS
Monday–Thursday 9:30AM– 1:00 PM
and by appointment
CONTACT US
Telephone: (989) 892-5813
Emergency Phone; (989) 326-0469
E-mail:
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com
Web Site:
www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org

Facebook:
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City

VESTRY
Archie Duncan – Senior Warden
Amy Salazar - Co-Junior Warden
Don Middleton - Co-Junior Warden
Faith Culler - Clerk
Leo Borrello
Kurt Carlstrom
Susan Hoyle
Tony Hunsberger
Ann Shea
Patrick Gray

Treasurer

CLERGY
The Rt. Rev. Catherine Waynick
Bishop Provisional
The Rev. Susan C. Rich
Rector
STAFF
Mrs. Rosie Alvarez
Mrs. Annie Liermann
Mrs. Rayechel Berger
Mr. Terry J. Oliver

Bookkeeper
Secretary
Choir Director
Sexton

CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF
Faith Culler
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Sean Brady
Bruce Sherbeck
Pat Trahan
Dee Mulholland
Pat Maxim
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Chimes Editor
Web Site Manager
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