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Pennings from your Priest… 

“How blessed I am to have 

something that makes 

saying good-bye so 

hard . . .” 

One of my favorite books 

as a child was a collection 

of verses entitled, When 

We Were Very Young by 

A.A. Milne.  You may know 

that A.A. Milne was the 

creator of Winnie-the-

Pooh.  There is not much 

Pooh in When We Were 

Very Young, but there is a 

lot of Christopher Robin. 

And since Pooh and 

Christopher Robin were 

quite good friends, any 

friend of Christopher 

Robin is a friend of mine. 

It is a good thing I can call 

Pooh a friend because I 

have borrowed (and 

changed slightly) a quote 

of his.  “How lucky I am to 

have something that 

makes saying good-bye so 

hard,” said Pooh.  With 

apologies to Pooh and 

Christopher Robin and 

Mr. Milne, who gave Pooh 

those words, “How 

blessed I am to have 

something that makes 

saying good-bye so hard.” 

For me, the last three 

years with you are 

nothing about luck and 

everything about blessing. 

Those years have been a 

time of change and 

transition for you.  And it 

has been a time of 

formation for me.   

Every congregation that I 

have been privileged to 

serve in the last fifteen 

years has formed me in 

some way – and I am a 

better priest for it.  Trinity 

Church has been no 

exception.  So allow me to 

thank you for that.   

I am excited about the 

Christian formation of the 

children and youth of the 

parish.  Those involved in 

teaching them work hard 

at what they do and at 

keeping the kids engaged.  

That is no easy task in our 

digitally obsessed culture.  

Kudos to all of them. 

 

Continued on pg. 2    
 

Upcoming Events 

April Evensong  

Will feature our own 

Choristers on Sunday, 

April 24th, 2016  

at 4:00 p.m. 

Friends of Music will host 

a reception in the Guild 

Room after the program. 

 

        
 

 

Rev. Ann’s last Sunday 

with us will be April 24th.  

There will be a farewell 

potluck luncheon 

immediately following the 

service. 

 

Rev. Sue’s first Sunday 

with us will be May 1st. 

There will be a welcome 

potluck on Wednesday, 

May 18th at 5:30 p.m. 
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Greater attention is being paid than in the past to 
the upkeep, maintenance and improvement of 
Trinity’s physical plant.  The building poses 
challenges.  One challenge as I see it is the 
limited amount of meeting space.   

The parish hall and the Guild Room are the two 
most used spaces.  The parish hall needs some 
work.  Paint, attention to the floors, and new 
tables would go a long way to make it a pleasant 
place in which to meet.  Following some flooding 
last spring the basement floor was covered with 
carpet squares making that space more 
attractive as meeting and gathering space, and a 
couple of groups are currently meeting there.   

New energy and commitment also exists to 
remodel Trinity’s kitchen.  It is a serviceable 
kitchen but upgrading and updating it will 
enable Trinity to enhance its feeding ministry.  A 
remodeled kitchen will present other 
opportunities for use by outside groups and 
individuals. 

I am especially pleased with the way the parish 
has supported Trinity’s food pantry and personal 
needs closet.  When asked for specific items you 
have stepped up to the plate.   Thank you for 
your support of this important ministry. 

The fact of the matter is, my friends, that this 
good job is not mine alone.  It is ours together.  
We would not be where we are had you not 
wanted to go along for the (sometimes bumpy) 
ride.  I hope you will take some time to give 
yourselves a pat on the back, and to marvel at 
how far the parish has come in three years.   

The transition will continue with Rev. Sue’s 
arrival as your next rector.  More work needs to 
be done.  More changes will come.  But if you 
trust in the movement of the Holy Spirit all, in 
the end, will be well. 

One of my last acts as your priest in charge will 
be to meet with Rev. Sue.  We are scheduled to 
do so twice in April. During those meetings we 
will talk about nuts and bolts things; I will offer 
Rev. Sue my insights into the pastoral needs and 
issues of the parish as I see them.   

My goal is to make the transition from my 
leaving to her coming as smooth as possible.  You 
and she deserve nothing less. 

Both challenge and opportunity lie ahead for 
Trinity Church.  I hope you will embrace both as 
you continue to live as faithful disciples of Christ 
our Lord. 

How blessed I am, indeed, to have something 
that makes saying good-bye so hard. It has been 
an honor to work with you, the people of Trinity 
Church.  May God continue to bless each of you 
as richly as you have blessed me. 

 

Rev. Ann 

Rev. Ann  

 

 

March’s Noisy Offering was collected on Sunday, 

March 6, 2016.  The offering brought in $81.67, 

which was forwarded to St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church, Saginaw and will go toward the Sunday 

feeding program at St. Paul’s.   

Noisy Offering for April will be collected on 

Sunday, April 10th, for the St. Alban’s Reading 

Camp.  

 

St. Paul’s Feeding is in need of more people!  

Michelle has not agreed to any feeding dates for 

2016 as of yet due to the fact that parishioner 

participation is very low.  She is looking for 

someone to cook on Saturdays before the feeding 

date and then individuals to give their time again 

and go to St. Paul’s on Sunday morning to 

worship with them and then serve the meal 

afterwards.  If you are interested in doing this 

please contact Michelle in the office.   
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Dear Trinity Community, 

Dee Mulholland asked me to share some more 

personalized information about myself other 

than what is on my resumé and I am very happy 

to do so.  

First, I want to extend my deep thanks to Bishop 

Todd Ousley, Michael Spencer - Canon to the 

Ordinary, and Trinity's vestry for joining with me 

in discernment of my call to become your rector. 

God's Holy Spirit was clearly moving in all of us 

and I look forward to the many ways the Holy 

Spirit will continue to work in our midst as we 

share life together. 

I was born and raised in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 

went to public school and attended Ohio 

University. I am a "cradle Episcopalian" and have 

felt deeply connected to God for as long as I can 

remember. Music has always been an important 

part of my life. I remember learning how to play 

the recorder years before it was taught in school.  

I have sung in choirs since elementary school 

and when I wanted to be in the marching band in 

college I learned how to play the saxophone! 

Sports has also been a big part of my life, 

primarily softball and figure skating.  

After college I taught movement education to 

preschoolers and directed an after school 

program and in the summers was assistant 

director at a YMCA camp. A couple years later I 

taught Physical Education at St. Gregory the 

Great Catholic School, kindergarten through 

eighth grades - about 500 students. During these 

years I was assistant director at Calvary Summer 

Bible Camp in Cleveland's inner city. It was a 

blessing to have my work be so intertwined with 

my faith.  

In the summer of 1990 I went on a ten-day 

mission trip to Haiti. We stayed in Leogone and 

in the day drove up the mountain to St. 

Ettienne's Church where we "helped" build some 

school classrooms over the foundation built by  

those before us. Some of our group went to 

different medical facilities using their nursing 

skills.      

We were told the most important thing to do was 

to build relationships. No matter where I go, no 

matter what culture I'm in, people are people. 

We are so much more alike than we are different. 

Every mission experience I've had solidifies this 

truth more and more. 

Several years later I did some reception-

administrative assistant work for two different 

companies. During my last two years of this I 

was paying close attention to the youth group at 

church. Our priest, Fr. David, was good friends 

with Fr. John, priest-in-charge of the Episcopal 

churches on the Standing Rock Indian 

Reservation in North Dakota. Fr. John invited the 

youth group to come and lead a summer bible 

camp for a week, which they did.  

Those kids came back completely transformed! It 

was so much fun to see and their experience 

transformed all of us, too. In fact, for me, when 

they left on their second trip I knew I would be 

joining them the following summer. I believed 

God was going to change me in a big way but I 

didn't know how. During that year God kept 

telling me to "stop" and I would slow down. Then 

I'd hear God tell me to "stop" again and I'd slow 

down some more. Then I heard God say, "stop" 

again and then I understood! The way that I 

stopped was to go to a silent retreat center that 

was on Lake Erie (a couple miles from my home) 

and watch the sunset. I did this an average of 

three times a week. What I re-learned was that 

the sky is different every single day. I'd 

forgotten. This experience reconnected me with 

God and God's beautiful creation.  

That following summer I did join the youth 

group and fell in love with more of God's 

people...and with God's creation in North Dakota. 

The following October I took two girls from the 

youth group to a summit on Standing Rock 

where all mission groups joined to share, learn 

and continue to develop relationships. 
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At this event Fr. John shared that the missionary 

would be leaving at the end of the following 

summer. Long story short, I moved to Standing 

Rock mid-May to begin working in June of 1999. 

I lived there two years, which were two of the 

most formative, difficult and wonderful years of 

my life. It was in the midst of ministry there that 

I discerned my call to the priesthood. I entered 

the ordination process in North Dakota and 

began seminary in Austin, Texas in August of 

2001. It was the first week of classes with the 

whole school present in the auditorium that the 

twin towers in New York were hit and a third 

plane crashed in Pennsylvania. The three years 

at Seminary of the Southwest were also very 

formative, difficult and wonderful. 

With no jobs available in North Dakota I was 

released from the diocese to find work wherever 

I could. One of my professors introduced me to 

Todd Ousley, Canon to the Ordinary at the 

Diocese of Eastern Michigan. He happened to be 

on the Board of Trustees and was present during 

my senior liturgy week. We met, hit it off and by 

the next September I began serving St. John's, 

Dryden as their first-ever paid full-time rector.  

Once the grant money ran out St. John's was 

unable to support a full-time priest and by God's 

grace Grace, Lapeer was in need of half-time 

clergy. For the last six years I have served both 

St. John's and Grace as rector. I have learned a lot 

from each congregation and am deeply grateful 

for the opportunity to share life with them. At 

the end of January I said my good-byes to them 

and am in the midst of taking a three-month 

sabbatical.  

My parents have just moved from the family 

home of 51 years to a two-bedroom apartment in 

a senior community in a different suburb of 

Cleveland. My brother lives in Columbus, Ohio, 

one sister lives near my folks and my youngest 

sister just moved from Alexandria, Virginia to 

Rockville, Maryland and will be getting married 

in October. So we Riches are encountering lots of 

life changes! 

My sabbatical has included a trip to the family 

home one last time, a week with a friend in 

Naples, Florida and a ten-day pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land. I have a few other things planned and 

am hoping to be settled into a new home in Bay 

City by May 1.  

The trip to Israel was fabulous! To touch and see 

and experience so many places I've read about in 

the Holy Scriptures was amazing and my life is 

forever changed. I am so looking forward to 

sharing my learnings with you! And I am also so 

looking forward to seeing and experiencing all 

that God has in store for us as we share life 

together. 

In Christ's love,  

Rev. Sue 

 

 
 

 
Rev Sue on a boat on the Sea of Galilee. 

 

 

There are many coffee hour dates available 

throughout the year.  Please take a date and 

enjoy coffee and treats with your fellow 

parishioners. 
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Opportunities from the  

Diocese of Eastern Michigan! 

Confirmation- The Diocese of Eastern Michigan 

is offering a confirmation service for people 

interested in being confirmed by the Bishop on 

Saturday, May 14, 2016, at 2:00.m. at St. John’s, 

Midland. Contact the church office for more 

information. 

Eucharistic Visitor Training - Will be held on 

May 7, 2016 at St. John’s, Midland. Anyone 

interested in this important ministry please 

contact the church office. Trinity is in need of 

additional Eucharistic Visitors. Our current 

licensed EV’s are Jett Whitehead, Mickie 

Leibrand, Steven Beckert and Monica Borrello. 

Camp Chickagami - Youth Program,                 

June 26-July 30 weekly sessions.  Please see the 

Diocesan web site for more information about 

specific dates and ages. 

Trinity’s Vestry meets on the third Sunday of 

each month immediately following the worship 

service.  The meetings are open and anyone who 

would like to attend may do so. The Vestry is 

comprised of Faith Culler, Dale Smith, Cathy 

LaBerge, Adam Culler, Cathie Leibrand, Pat 

Maxim, Tod Meisel, Amy Salazar and Jett 

Whitehead. (April’s Vestry meeting is Sunday, 

April 17th, 2016.) 

 

St. Elizabeth’s Guild will meet on Tuesday, April 

12th at 12:30 p.m. at Cuatro Amigos at 310 E. 

Midland Street.  

                         

 

to Rev. Ann for three years of service to Trinity. 

to the Hunsberger, Middleton and Sabourin 

      families for hosting coffee hour in March. 

to Trinity’s Altar Guild for their efforts during 

      Lent and Holy Week. 

to Keira McCullen for creating and providing   

      this year’s Easter bulletin cover. 

to Tod Meisel for building a new wooden Good   

      Friday cross. 

to Pat Serresseque for donating an electric 88-  

      key Korg electric piano that belonged to her   

      husband, Frank. 

to Elisabeth Campbell and Mickie Leibrand for  

      taking the time out of their busy schedules to  

      come it and help fold bulletins. 

to Jan Waldman for taking Michelle’s place in   

      the office while Michelle was in the hospital. 

to the Bell Choir, Choristers and Senior Choir    

      for their music during Lent and Holy Week 

 

Sympathy . . . 

to Bruce and Cindy Sherbeck on the death of  

 Cindy’s father, Don Parker. 

to Sue Clements on the death of her brother-in-

 law, Bill Clements. 

to Rev. Peter Cominos on the death of his wife, 

 Ann Cominos. 

 

 

The annual Altar Guild Salad Luncheon will be 

held on Saturday, May 21, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. 
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to Keirah McCullen, who designed and drew 

this year’s bulletin cover for Easter Sunday.   

 

to Madden Brady who was recently cast as The  

     Beast in Midland Dow High School’s     

     production of “Beauty and the Beast,” which  

     runs April 28-30. 

to Don Middleton who was recently named   

     Bangor Township Firefighter of the Year.   

 

 

Quarterly Contribution Statements will be 

either mailed out or emailed to you the second 

week of April.  If you did not receive one or have 

misplaced yours, please contact Michelle in the 

office to get another contribution statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries   
10 Nancy Mayhew  

22 Bruce & Cindy Sherbeck  

24 Phyllis Capp  

25 Chris & Elise Shannon  

Birthdays 
01 Janet Hool  

04 Elizabeth Moulthrop  

06 Joan Blair  

09 Susan Iannacchione  

11 Phyllis Capp  

13 Robert Hartley  

13 Robert Sabourin  

15 Amy Salazar  

16 Ellie Hartley  

18 Donald Middleton  

18 Cathy Rex  

18 Ashley Suchodolski  

19 Amy Denay  

20 Terrence O'Hare  

22 Emilee Sabourin  

26 Joyce MacGregor  

27 James Hoyle  

28 Maureen Leibrand  

29 Steven Anderson  
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Rev Ann will be conducting her last service on 

Sunday, April 24th.  The Hospitality Committee 

would like to organize a brunch/lunch 

immediately after the service to see her off and 

let her know how much we appreciated her time 

with us. We would like to ask you to bring a dish 

to pass and the Hospitality Committee will 

provide the meat and beverage.   

 

 
Rev. Sue will be conducting her first service on 

Sunday, May 1st.  The Hospitality Committee is 

planning on doing the coffee hour and we hope 

you will all be able to attend.  Put your name tags 

on to help her put a name with a face. 

The following week on Wednesday, May 18th, at 

5:30pm we would like to host a dinner in the 

Parish Hall to welcome Rev Sue and have time to 

visit.  Again, we would like to ask you to bring a 

dish to pass such as a salad, vegetable, starch or 

dessert.  The Hospitality committee will provide 

the main course and beverages.   

 

Welcome new members… 

     Charin Davenport 

     Frank and Andrea Dente 

     Ken Fowler 

     Linda Hipel 

 

Welcome back… 

     Katie Garcia and son Camden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of Music 

April Evensong 

Evensong this month 

will feature our own 

Choristers.  They will 

be premiering music 

written for us by 

composer Robert J. Powell.  Mr. Powell has set 

the entire texts for Evensong including the 

Suffrages, Lord’s Prayer Magnificat, Nunc 

Dimittis and Phos Hilaron.  They will also sing an 

anthem, “Christ is Risen” by Nylea Butler-Moore.  

This is a busy day at Trinity so please make an 

extra effort to support our young singers. 

 

May Hymn Festival 

Trinity is hosting The American Guild of 

Organists for a Welsh Hymn Festival on Sunday, 

May 1, 2016, at 4:00 p.m. Andreas Teich has 

designed the event for the AGO and organists 

Steven Egler and Patti Bowen will provide the 

musical leadership.  There will also be a small 

chamber choir. 

 

April Choral Music 

  3 The Peace of God 

 John Rutter 

10 A Prayer of St. Richard 

 Daniel Burton 

 O For a Closer Walk with God 

 C. V. Stanford 

 Jesus Be Our Bread 

 Wayne Wold 

15 The Lord’s My Shepherd 

 Paul Bouman 

24 If Ye love Me 

 Peter Aston 
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Trinity Church, Her People, Her Building 

Then and Now 

 

The Resurrection 

In Christianity, the Resurrection is the belief that 

after Jesus was crucified and buried, he rose 

from the dead and returned to life. The New 

Testament Gospels tell how Mary Magdalene 

went to the tomb on Sunday morning. She found 

the stone rolled away and the tomb empty. 

The Gospels record various appearances of Jesus 

after the discovery of the empty tomb. Matthew, 

Mark and John record Christ’s appearing to Mary 

Magdalene. Luke tells how the women and 

certain others with them came to anoint the 

body with spices. There at the tomb, instead of 

finding the body, they hear the news from the 

angels that Christ was not there, but risen.  Later, 

two disciples encounter Jesus on the road to 

Emmaus and recognize him in the breaking of 

the bread. The apostle Paul listed many 

appearances of Jesus after his Resurrection, 

ending with Jesus’ appearance to Paul himself   

(1 Corinthians 15:4-8). 

Jesus’ Resurrection convinced his disciples that 

he was indeed the Messiah and would bring the 

Kingdom of God into being. They believed that 

through his death and Resurrection, Jesus had 

begun to free humanity from all suffering and 

evil. They also believed that he would come 

again at the end of time. For Paul, Jesus’ 

Resurrection is the promise of the resurrection 

of all Christians when “flesh and blood” will be 

transformed into a glorified body like that of 

Christ (1 Corinthians 15; Romans 8:11). 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                      

The Resurrection 

Border detail from the 

Baptism of Our Lord 

Window. 

Willet Studios; 

Philadelphia, PA; 1951. 

 

 

 

 

Faithfully submitted by 

Trinity’s Historical Guild 

 

 

 
 

Fun Fact… 

Unique to Anglicanism is the Book of Common 
Prayer, the collection of worship services that all 
worshipers in an Anglican church follow. It's 
called "common prayer" because we all pray it 
together, around the world. The first Book of 
Common Prayer was compiled in English by 
Thomas Cranmer in the 16th Century, and since 
then has undergone many revisions for different 
times and places. But its original purpose has 
remained the same: To provide in one place the 
core of the instructions and rites for Anglican 
Christians to worship together. 

The present Book of Common Prayer in the 
Episcopal Church was authorized and published 
in 1979. 

Many other worship resources and prayers exist 
to enrich our worship, but the Book of Common 
Prayer is the authority that governs and lays out 
our worship. The prayer book explains 
Christianity, describes the main beliefs of the 
Church, outlines the requirements for the 
sacraments, and in general serves as the main 
guidelines of the Episcopal life. 
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WORSHIP 

Sunday – 10:00 A.M.  - With Music 
Wednesday – 11:30 A.M.  - Without Music 

FOOD OF FAITH  2:30 P.M.  
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday 8:30AM – 3:00PM 
Friday – Closed 
 

CONTACT US 
Telephone: (989) 892-5813 

e-mail: trinityepiscopaloffice@gmail.com 

Web Site: www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org 

Facebook:  
   Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City 

 
AFTER HOURS CONTACT INFORMATION 
Rev. Ann   revanntrinity@gmail.com 

Phone:  (989) 892-5813 

Michelle Bullis (810) 513-0663 
           mbullis0502@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

VESTRY 

Faith Culler - Sr. Warden (989) 892-3119 
Dale Smith – Jr. Warden (989) 471-4114 
Cathy LaBerge - Clerk (989) 662-4611 
Catherine Leibrand  (989) 906-3554 
Amy Salazar   (989) 272-5900 
Tod Meisel   (989) 894-2818 
Jett Whitehead  (989) 892-0719 
Pat Maxim   (989) 892-5949 
Adam Culler   (989) 392-3984 
 
Steve Beckert                                          Treasurer 
 
 
CLERGY 
The Rt. Rev. Todd Ousley                           
   Bishop, Diocese of Eastern Michigan 

The Rev. Ann Grady 
   Priest-in-Charge 
 
 
STAFF 
Robert Sabourin     Organist/Choir Master 
Michelle Bullis        Office Manager 
Terry Oliver          Sexton 
 
CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF 
Faith Culler   
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady 
Sean Brady 
Bruce Sherbeck 
Heather Moulthrop 
Pat Trahan 
                         
Dee Mulholland                              Chimes Editor 
Michelle Bullis                                Chimes Editor 
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