
Dear Trinity Community,

The King of Kings is coming! He’s on his way and we
are to get ready!

Our Church year begins with Advent on Sunday, 
November 27 when we are aided in our 
preparation with four Sundays in Advent. And this 
year, we have a full fourth week of Advent.

The anticipation of an upcoming event can be 
delicious. It’s exciting to think about a nearing 
vacation with all the travel plans and activities of 
the trip, who will be visited, meals to be shared, 
and memories to be created.

When preparing for a vacation we get to decide and
pack what we’ll wear, any equipment or supplies 
needed, gifts for anyone hosting visitors, etc. 

The anticipation of Christmas during this season of 
Advent can be just as wonderful. Of course, there’s 
the cleaning and decorating, deciding and getting 
gifts for loved ones, food decisions and prep, and 
celebrations with various family and friends.

Even more delicious is the beauty of readying our 
hearts for the King of Kings. Using an Advent 
calendar and opening a door each day to see the 
progression of moving toward Christmas is one fun 
way. Some Advent calendars even have suggested 
bible passages to read each day. 

One of my favorite ways to prepare for the coming 
of Jesus is the Advent wreath. I love to sing “Come, 
thou long-expected Jesus” and then light the 
candle(s) before I eat a meal. The diminishing of the
candles as they melt signifies that the darkness of 
this world is coming to an end and that the Light of 
the world will be here soon.

As I reflect on the Advent wreath with the 
increasing number of lit candles and the decreasing
of the candles themselves, I notice the darkness 
that is in the world and the darkness that is within 
me. While that is not necessarily pleasant, it does 
give me hope that Jesus will break into humanity 
and change the world forever. It gives me hope that
Jesus will disrupt the darkness in me and disrupt 
the darkness I see all around me.

The world is a mess. Sometimes we are a mess. Do 
we dare hope that Jesus will shine his light on us 
and bring us the abundant life he told us he came 
to give us? We may think the darkness is too great, 
that there’s no way we can get through it.

And yet, one flicker of light lights up the darkness. 
One candle, then a second, then a third, then a 
fourth, and then we light the Christ candle on 
Christmas Eve signifying the Light of Christ which is 
eternal and burns within us.

In what ways will you deliciously prepare yourself 
and embrace the anticipation of the coming of 
Christ?

In Christ’s love, Rev. Sue 
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THANK YOUS
Historical Guild and Ann Shea for updating the 
womens’ restroom: removing wallpaper, painting 
the walls and stalls, and updating the counter.

Mary K Freel and Ann Shea’s leadership in heading 
up the Holiday Bazaar and for the many volunteers 
who made it such a success. 

Pat Maxim, Gail McPeak and Carolyn Pawlaczyk 
for heading up the Harvest dinner.
Chris Kolka, Vic Kolka and Pat Maxim for cooking 
all the food for the Harvest dinner.
All those who baked for the bake sale and Harvest 
dinner desserts.

Mary K Freel for tolling the bells during the Bells 
of Peace on Veterans’ Day.

Senior Choir, members of Exultate Deo, Patrick 
Winningham and Rayechel Berger for a lovely 
Harvest Evensong.

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Ed Benisz on selling 35 tickets to the Harvest 
Dinner – the most EVER!

Rayechel Berger for becoming the director of 
Exultate Deo!

SPECIAL NOVEMBER DATES
 December 4 – 2023 Financial Commitment 

Ingathering
 December 4 – Sunday Funday after church
 December 13 – St. Elizabeth Guild see 

below
 December 13 – Christmas Carol Sing-a-

Long 7pm
 December 18 – Trinity hosts Food of Faith
 December 18 – Friends of Music Christmas 

Concert 4pm
 Saturday, December 24 

o 5pm, Christmas Eve with children
o 9:30pm, Christmas Music
o 10pm, Christmas Eve with Senior 

Choir
 Sunday, December 25 at 10AM, Christmas 

Day

Birthdays:
Perry Hayhurst
Isabella Moulthrop
June Swanson
Debra Walker
Shelley Anderson
Christopher Shannon
Jeri Anker
Guy C. Moulthrop
Carol Fowler
Heidi Marciniak
Archie Duncan
Denise Middleton
Karen Schmidt
Thomas Hiss Tabor
Olivia Moulthrop

Anniversaries:
Ed and Carolyn Pawlaczyk
Mike and Cathy LaBerge
James and Susan Hoyle
Tod and Barbara Meisel
Dean and Jeri Anker

OUR SYMPATHIES TO
The family of Bill Jones who died on November 5, 
2022

The family of Warren Sinke who died on November
9, 2022

SUNDAY FUNDAY
December 4 is our next Sunday Funday. We will 
play Christmas Bingo and share lunch. Please come 
and bring a friend!
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REMEMBER TRINITY IN YOUR WILL
As a way to offer enduring support ministry here, 
please consider putting Trinity in your will.

FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE
Please make sure to subscribe to our YouTube 
channel, like our Facebook page and then share our 
events and posts on Facebook. We get lots of views 
when you share our posts and services!

TRINITY’S COVID PROTOCOLS
 Masks are welcome but not required
 Passing of the Peace will be done at a 

distance
 Hand sanitizer before communion
 The shared chalice with wine is now 

available
 Wine and grape juice remains available in 

individual glass chalices
 Online worship continues

PRAYER LIST UPDATES
If you have someone you would like to add to or 
remove from prayer list, please email 
trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com or call 989-892-
5813.

VESTRY INFORMATION
 Vestry meetings are open to all parishioners 

and are held on the third Monday at 6:30pm.
The next meeting is Monday, December 19, 
if you would like to attend this Zoom 
meeting contact Rev. Sue and she will send 
you the link.

 Trinity’s Vestry has 6-9 members, which 
means 2-3 people are elected each year for a 
3-year term. If you are interested in finding 
out information on what this responsibility 
entails, please speak with a Vestry member 
(see list on page 9) or Rev. Sue.

ST. ELIZABETH’S GUILD
December 13. 11am at Trinity to write cards. 
12:30pm lunch at Double Tree. All are invited!

FRIENDS OF MUSIC CAN DRIVES
Please save your empty cans for Friends of Music as
we begin monthly empty can drives on the first 
Sunday of the month. 

WORSHIP AT TRINITY
Please note: Our virtual services are live streamed 
or recorded/preserved to be available to others by 
way of our website, social media, or other on-line 
platforms. Even though there is no deliberate 
attempt to include the congregation in the broadcast 
or publication, you are hereby notified there is the 
possibility of your image being shown and your 
presence and participation constitutes your 
permission for that to occur. 

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION
Have you changed your address, phone number or 
other information lately? If so, please make sure 
that information gets to us! Thank you.

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Your continued financial support of Trinity is 
greatly appreciated. Your Finance Committee and 
Vestry continue to work diligently to utilize all 
resources available to us during this unprecedented 
time. 
Ways to provide us with your contributions:

 Write and mail a check to Trinity
 IRA contribution
 Go to www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org, click

on the online giving link which will take you
to the diocesan webpage.
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Trinity Church
Her People, Her Building
Then and Now

The Annunciation, and The Holy Family with
Elisabeth and John Medallions

Above  the  High  Altar  the  large  beautiful  stained
glass  window  is  one  of  the  favorites  at  Trinity
Church.  A perfect  theme for the parish,  it  depicts
worship of the Triune God in heaven. Inspired by
the  Book of Revelation - even the title given to the
window is “Worship in Heaven.” 

The London-made window is also often called “The
Children’s Window” because of the penny offerings
the Sunday School Scholars (students)  secured to
purchase the window in memory of their classmates
who  had  died.  Parish  archives  reveal  that   Mr.
Cranage was on the building committee and early in
1886 went to New York City to the office of Cox,
Sons,  Buckley  & Company,  a  church  furnishings
and stained glass firm. Once there, he  inspected  a
window  at  Church  of  the  Messiah  (no  longer  in
existence) and soon commissioned this window “to
be of equal or better quality” than the one he had
seen and “to be installed by the fall of 1886 and for
no more than $1,000.” We must remember that the
entire  “new” church  cost  about  $70,000  and the
cost  of  the  memorial  window  was  indeed  a
significant amount.

While its main theme is worship of the Holy Trinity
in heaven,  it is at the bottom of the window where
we find two scenes especially appropriate during the
Advent and Christmas liturgical seasons. 

The first is to our far left and  shows the Archangel
Gabriel greeting  the Blessed Virgin Mary in a scene
we call the Annunciation. His gentle gesture greets
her and then he tells her that God is with her, that
she has found favor with God and to not be afraid.
Gabriel then informs her that she is to conceive a
son by the power of the Holy Spirit. Mary says yes
and  tells the archangel “Here am I, the servant of
the Lord: let it be with me according to thy word”
(Luke 1:38). At the bottom of the window the words

from Luke 1:31: “Thou shalt bear a son and shalt
call His name Jesus.” 

The next  scene  appropriate  to  this  season is   the
center  medallion  and  depicts  the  Holy  Family  -
Jesus,  Mary and Joseph,  along with  Mary’s  older
cousin, Elisabeth, and her son John the Baptist.

The  Holy  Family  with  Mary,  the  Virgin  Mother
holding  the  Christ  Child,  and  Joseph,  the  foster
father of Our Lord standing alongside to our right.
Elisabeth,  Mary’s  older  kinswoman  stands  to  our
left  with her  son,  John the Baptist,  Jesus’ cousin.
Looking closely, in Elisabeth’s face, we can almost
sense the sorrows that lied ahead of Jesus and his
cousin John.  Beneath the medallion are the words
from Luke 2:40: “And the Child grew and waxed
strong in spirit.”

Like Mary, may we be God’s servants saying “Here
am I” this holy season and always.

Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild
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WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK & YOUTUBE
In-person and Online:
Sunday–10:00 AM – Holy Communion
Online only:
Wednesday–11:30 AM – Morning Prayer
Tues & Thurs–9:00 PM – Compline 

FOOD OF FAITH 2:30 P.M. on Sundays

OFFICE HOURS
By appointment

CONTACT US
Office Telephone: (989) 892-5813

Cell Phone: (989) 326-0469

E-mail: trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com

Web Site: www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org

Facebook:
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City

YouTube:
Trinity Episcopal Church Bay City

VESTRY
Senior Warden – Archie Duncan
Junior Warden – Don Middleton
Clerk/Secretary – Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Michelle Hunsberger
Dan Keeler
Mickie Leibrand

Patrick Gray Treasurer
Shelley Whitehead                 Assistant Treasurer

DIOCESE
The Rt. Rev. Prince Singh                       Bishop

CLERGY
The Rev. Susan C. Rich Rector

STAFF
Mrs. Rayechel Berger                       Choir Director
Mr. Terry J. Oliver Sexton
Mrs. Brenda Weaver Bookkeeper
Mr. Patrick Winningham    Congregational     
                                                                       Accompanist

CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF
Faith Culler
Bruce Sherbeck

Carolyn Pawlaczyk               Chimes Editor
Pat Maxim                                     Web Site Manager
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CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS  
Donations to Trinity’s
Christmas Poinsettia fund
provides the flower
arrangements we enjoy during the Christmas 
Season. Please give a minimum gift of $20.00.

DUE DECEMBER 11, 2022 
Your name(s): 

Contact #:  
I would like to contribute $ ____________ to the 
Trinity Episcopal Christmas Poinsettia Fund.
_______ In grateful thanksgiving for:

And/Or ________ In loving memory of: 

Please make checks to Trinity Episcopal Church.  
Mark on the check “Christmas Poinsettias.” 
Please seal your check and a copy of this form in 
an envelope and place it in Trinity’s mailbox 
outside the office door or mail it to 815 N. Grant 
St., Bay City, 48708. 

Office Use:
Date donation was received:  
Cash  $__________ 

Check  $__________ # ____________ 

Total Donation $__________ 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 
Donations to Trinity’s Friends of Music 
fund help to support the fine music we
 enjoy at Christmas and throughout the 
year. 
Please give generously.

DUE DECEMBER 11, 2022 
Your name(s):  

Contact #:  
I would like to contribute $ ____________ to 
Trinity Episcopal Church Friends of Music.
_______ In grateful thanksgiving for:

And/Or ________ In loving memory of: 

Please make checks to Trinity Episcopal Church.  
Mark on the check “Friends of Music.” Please 
seal your check and a copy of this form in an 
envelope and place it in Trinity’s mailbox outside 
the office door or mail it to 815 N. Grant St., Bay 
City, 48708. 

Office Use:
Date donation was received:  
Cash  $__________ 

Check $__________ # ____________ 

Total Donation $__________ 
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