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Lent is soon upon us and we are given the
opportunity to look inwardly and identify those
places which God wants to transform. Lent is a
time of introspection, reflection and sacrifice
that has the potential to lead us to an Easter
transformation.
We make it a point to set aside time for prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. Prayer can be done in
many ways: saying prayers, reading prayers,
writing prayers, sitting still in silence, singing
songs of praise to God, intentionally looking for
and noticing the beauty of God's creation and
the list goes on. Notice how this time with God
changes you, maybe you'll hunger for more.
One way of fasting is to remove something
favorite as a way of offering up a sacrifice to God
and every time we think about it to thank God
for the good gifts given to us. We may remove a
bad habit as a way to get back on track with
experiencing healthy balance and godly living.
Or we may give up something that brings us in
solidarity with the poor. If you have the privilege
of a car, take the bus to work one or more days a
week. To experience how someone with
exceedingly restricted funds lives, during weeks
one and two of Lent eat oatmeal for breakfast.
On weeks three and four eat oatmeal for
breakfast and lunch. And finally, for the
remainder of Lent eat oatmeal for breakfast,
lunch and dinner. Pay attention to how you feel
and think and see how your perspective and
compassion toward the poor changes you.
Almsgiving can also take on different forms.
Giving money or food to the poor is the
definition of almsgiving but what about serving
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meals at Food of Faith or St. Paul's, Saginaw or
another place that serves the hungry? What
about engaging in relationship with those who
come to Trinity Sunday afternoons? There are
other service projects that can be transformative
for you and those you serve especially when you
allow God to open your heart to get to know the
people who have less.
There are other ways to add something during
Lent. One fun thing I've been doing for the last
three years is called Lent Madness. It's a takeoff
on March Madness except instead of college
basketball teams saints are pitted against one
another! Biographies of each saint are provided
and individuals then go online to vote for the
saint they choose. It starts with a Round of 32
then the Saintly 16 on to the Elate 8 down to the
Faithful 4 and the winner of the final 2 receives
The Golden Halo!
It's all great fun and much is learned of the
saints. Sign up at www.lentmadness.org to
receive daily emails or go to the website each
day. Soon you will see a large 2017 Lent
Madness bracket posted in the parish hall along
with a booklet of the initial biographies of each
saint. If you would like to purchase one of the
books (which includes an attached bracket) they
will be available in the office for $2 each.
Whatever you choose to give up and/or take on,
remember that you are abundantly loved by God
and that God desires to transform you more and
more.

In Christ's love,
Rev. Sue

Becoming a Gracious
Community
A Charge to the Clergy and a Pastoral
Letter to the Episcopal Diocese of
Eastern Michigan
“[The Lord] created humankind in the
beginning, and . . . left them in the power
of their own free choice. If you choose,
you can keep the commandments, and to
act faithfully is a matter of your own
choice.” --- Ecclesiasticus 15:14-15
Beloved in Christ,
Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I greet you as one whose heart is filled
with the joy that comes from being “. . .
convinced that neither death nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 8:38-39). I also greet you as
one whose heart is heavy in the midst of
national division, increasing rhetoric of
hate, profound misunderstandings of one
another, and our inability to sustain levels
of civil discourse that are fundamental to
both Christian community and the
continuing experiment of American
democracy.
In 2017, we find ourselves in the midst of
a crisis in our national life built on the
values of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. These civic values reflect the
common themes of the life of faith:
bringing good news to the poor,
proclaiming release to captives, recovery
of sight for the blind and letting the
oppressed go free (see Luke 4:18). As
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people of faith, we are bound by
covenants between one another and with
God. As citizens, we are bound by the
rule of law and respect for our most
fundamental covenantal agreements: the
Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution. The challenge as
Christians, Episcopalians, and U.S.
citizens, is to maintain our faithfulness to
multiple allegiances with a clear
understanding that our primary
allegiance is to God through faithfulness
to the promises we made in our baptism
and an openness to the sometimes
inconvenient challenges of the Holy
Spirit.
Over the course of our most recent
election season and in the three weeks
of this presidency, the political and
religious landscape has been marred by
politics of fear, rhetoric of hate, callous
disregard for entire groups of people and
unbridled disregard for truth. In the
depths of our own frustration, fear, and
blindness, we have been unable to love
our neighbor without reservation. All in
leadership in this diocese and all who
claim this part of the Episcopal Church
as their spiritual home, are duty-bound to
engage in self-examination and to ask
forgiveness for their transgressions of
respect and disregard for the dignity of
every human being through their words
and/or their actions. Our collective
disregard for the other is at the heart of
the sin and the separation that we all
share in this Church and, I daresay, it is
at the heart of the sin of our nation.
In order to rise from the fear and the
despair, the anger and the frustration, the
hate and the widening civic and church
divisions, we must offer a word of hope.
For without hope, we cannot truly call
ourselves Christian. Indeed, it is
impossible to fully claim our heritage

without dwelling in faith, hope and love
(see I Corinthians 13:13). For assistance
in claiming our heritage, let us turn to that
classic Anglican formulation of Scripture,
Tradition, and Reason as the sources of
our authority.
The entirety of Holy Scripture can be
summarized as an ongoing revelation of
a God who loves, creates, and both
invites and restores relationship. It is a
story of a God who promises to be
faithful and invites our faithfulness in
return. From the covenant with Abraham,
to the Sinai covenant during the Exodus
wanderings, through the time of the
Prophets and ultimately to the time of
Jesus and the Apostles, God has given
us love and faithfulness and asks nothing
but love and faithfulness in return. This
love and faithfulness is repeatedly
demonstrated through the demand to
love our neighbor, welcome the stranger,
and care for the widows, orphans and
aliens among us.
Our Tradition is manifest most clearly in
our sacraments of Holy Baptism and
Holy Eucharist. In baptism we promise to
continue in the faith, repent or return
when we have strayed from faithfulness,
to share the Good News in word and
deed, to seek Christ in all persons, love
our neighbors as ourselves, strive for
justice and peace, and respect the
dignity of every human being. As our
Presiding Bishop is known to say, “All
means All.”
This is no easy life. We all stray like lost
sheep and yet the Shepherd calls us all
back.
In Holy Eucharist we are continually
invited to share in the heavenly banquet
that has been prepared for us. It is a
partaking in Christ’s Body and Blood in
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order that we might be strengthened to
live the seemingly impossible baptismal
life --- a life of gracious hospitality as
we gather around the table as both
stranger and friend.
Reason accounts for the rich diversity of
opinion in our Anglican tradition. It both
enriches and challenges our common
life. It allows us to enter into holy paradox
--- a sacred space of holding two
seemingly contradictory understandings
in tension --- while not allowing the
tension to break our unity and respect for
one another. It allows us to be flexible
and not break, to include and not exclude
while maintaining the integrity of our
apostolic faith.
There are clear issues within our national
life that deserve attention by people of
faith: government transparency, national
security, responses to domestic and
international terrorism, healthcare
provision and/or access, women’s rights
to self-determination about their bodies,
financial regulation and reform,
environmental protection, the role of a
free press, judicial independence, and
many others. None of these issues have
clear answers upon which we will all
agree. Not all require significant attention
by the Church but all have dimensions of
faith.
Ecclesiasticus reminds us that we have
been gifted by God with the power of free
choice. May we choose to be a gracious
community of listening hearts and
welcoming tables.
The Right Reverend Todd Ousley
II Bishop
Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Michigan
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 12, 2017

CHORAL MUSIC IN MARCH
1

7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday
Turn Thy face from My Sins
Thomas Attwood

SYMPATHY
to the friends and family of Margaret
Jacobs who died on February 10, 2017.
to Karen Schmidt in the death of her
grandson

Psalm 51 - Tone IV.4
5

12

Lent 1 A
The Apple Tree
K. Lee Scott
Lent 2 A
For God So Loved the World
Donald Busarow
Word of God - John Ferguson

19

Lent 3 A
God of the Sparrow
Carl Schalk
Come to the Water
John Foley

26

Lent 4 A
The Lord’s My Shepherd
Paul Bouman
The Lord Himself
Robert Flemming
4:00 p.m. Evensong
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis
C. Hylton Stewart
Lass dich nur nichts nicht dauren
Johannes Brahms
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to Elise Shannon on the death of her
grandmother, on February 7, 2017.
THANK YOU
to Mickie Leibrand, Cathie Leibrand and
the Sunday School for hosting coffee hours in
February.
EVENSONG
This month Evensong will be sung by the entire
choir at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 26, 2017.
The Canticles are by English composer C. Hylton
Stewart (1884-1932). The anthem is “Lass dich
nur nichts nicht dauren" by Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897). We will sing the beautiful motet
by Brahms in its original language, German.
Nicholas Schmelter will be the organist and Bob
Sabourin will conduct. Friends of Music will host
a reception in the Guild Room after the service.
WELCOME
NEW OR RETURNING MEMBERS IN 2017
Alber, Karen
Bruce, Jerry
Eckhart, Bruce
Eckhart, Yvonne
Royer, Mike
Royer, Paulette
Shannon, Chris
Shannon, Elise
Shannon, Sydney
Smith, Thomas
Wible, Sandra

Trinity Church
Her People, Her Building
Then and Now
The Cure of the Crippled Beggar
Crippled from when
he was born, as an
adult he was carried
and placed at the
temple gate every
day before the 3
o’clock hour of
prayer. There he
begged for alms for
his livelihood.
So begins St. Luke’s
background of the
man who was lame
over 40 years. Forty
long years. This day,
however, instead of
receiving alms from
the devout Jews who
came to pray and
offer sacrifice, the
lame person receives
a complete healing in
the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. Peter and
John see him and
Peter tells him to look
at them. Then Peter
said: “Silver and gold I have not but what I
have I give you; in the name of Jesus of
Nazareth rise and walk.” (Acts 3:6) The book
of Acts tells us that Peter took him by his
right hand, helped him up and instantly the
man’s feet and ankles became strong. He
was able to follow the disciples and entered
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the temple “walking, and jumping and
praising God.”
This miraculous event showed the power of
the very name of Jesus and it was a
testament to the Jews that Jesus was indeed
the Messiah. Peter then told the crowd that
it was not they who healed the man, but
rather the name and power of Jesus Christ.
Ever since Jesus’ Ascension, the Christian
Church was given the authority, power and
command to heal in Christ’s name. Over the
centuries, the church has been blest with
both clergy and lay persons who were used
by God with the gift of healing – body, mind
and spirit. We pray therefore that the Father
may be glorified and the Holy Spirit send
forth the gift of healing in Christ’s name, all
for God’s glory and that His kingdom be
brought forth on earth as in heaven.
In Trinity Church, “The Healing of the
Cripple” window is adjacent to that of
“Christ Healing the Multitudes” and is found
on the Grant Street side of the nave. The
Cranage Memorial windows are from the
well-known firm of Heaton, Butler and Bayne
in London and were installed in 1927. They
exhibit the influence of the Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood with vivid bright colors,
attention to detail and an abundance of
nature. We see the re-introduction of
perspective with scenes and figures in the
distance smaller than those in the
foreground. With their theme of healing we
also have a perspective on God’s great love
and mercy – boundless.
Faithfully submitted by the Historical Guild

Temple Terms and our friend Chuck, from
"Chuck Knows Church."
With terms like "Pancake Day," "Shrove
Tuesday," "Ash Wednesday," and "Maundy
Thursday," Lent is a perfect time to visit or
revisit our good Methodist friend, Chuck,
from "Chuck Knows Church." So, get on your
mark, get set, and go to:
www.chuckknowschurch.com We promise
you won't be doing much Lenten penance
with a character like Chuck, who shares all
things church and Christianity. And don't
forget to tell friends that "Chuck Sent You!"

Ash Wednesday, March 1st, services will be
held at 12:00 noon at St Alban’s and 7:00pm
at Trinity.

Birthdays
Pat Maxim
Aniesha McCullough
Emily Gray
Sean Brady
Gloria Davenport
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Sue Clements
Adam Culler
Denise Morin
Ken Fowler
Jane Moulthrop
Steven Beckert
Matthew Smith
Moria Brady
Carla Maxim
Tracey Krzysik

WORSHIP
Sunday – 10:00 AM - With Music
Wednesday – 11:30 AM - Without Music
Food of Faith 2:30 P.M.
NEW OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM– 4:45 PM
CLOSED FOR LUNCH
12:30 – 1:15 PM
Friday - Closed
CONTACT US
Telephone: (989) 892-5813

VESTRY
Adam Culler - Sr. Warden
Tod Meisel – Jr. Warden
Pat Maxim – Asst Jr Warden
Jett Whitehead - Clerk
Kurt Carlstrom
Faith Culler
Susan Hoyle
Cathy Leibrand
Amy Salazar
Steve Beckert - Treasurer

e-mail: trinitychurchbaycity@gmail.com

CLERGY
Web Site: www.trinityepiscopalbaycity.org The Rt. Rev. Todd Ousley
Bishop, Diocese of Eastern Michigan
Facebook:
The Rev. Susan C. Rich
Trinity-Episcopal-Church-Bay-City
STAFF
Mr. Robert C. Sabourin Organist/Choir Master
Ms. Michelle K. Beckstrom
Office Manager
Mr. Terry J. Oliver
Sexton
CHURCH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER STAFF
Faith Culler
Dawn Moulthrop-Brady
Sean Brady
Bruce Sherbeck
Pat Trahan
Dee Mulholland
Pat Maxim
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Chimes Editor
Chimes Editor

