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“What Are You Going To Do

Rector’ s Reflection

Dear Trinity Parishioners,

Now?” the smiling funeral director asked me before the
service began. After knowing one another for five years, he
was making chit-chat in referring to my leaving Trinity. He
wondered what I was going to do with my time and wished
the best for me. I think I said something about going back
north to live, going south to have fun with and change
diapers of grandchildren, and to be somewhere in the middle
helping Janet with her business and my own projects. Last
year | had made two plans about finances, vocation, health,
and spirituality after being on the eight day retreat
sponsored by the National Church. Besides considering
what I was going to do, I also considered how I saw myself
changing and becoming: letting some things die while new
ones rise up.

There are those who know us from a distance by a
description of what we do, and then there are those with a
closer look who see how more complex of a person one is. I
think Jesus knew that when he asked his disciples “Who do
people say that I am?” and “Who do you say that I am?”
Jesus’ questions about himself to his disciples were both for
himself about who he was becoming and for them about
who they were going to be. He was dying more to his
divinity by letting power go forth from himself to forgive
and redeem, and rising up more in revealing his human
compassion to satisfy and heal. After Jesus left his disciples,
strangers on the mount ask “Why do you stand looking up
to heaven?" It’s a what-are-you-day-dreaming-about or how
long will you navel gaze question?

I believe the funeral director’s question to me is a question
also for Trinity: “What Are You Going To Do Now?” It’s a
question that includes and goes beyond the search
committee and who the next priest will be. The Gospel
lessons for the long summer to fall time “After Pentecost”
tell the kind of stories about Jesus letting go of the Spirit’s
power in his life. So who will people say that Trinity as a
Body of Christ is or is becoming? How will the parish as a
body and individually forgive, feed, heal, witness, and
proclaim Christ’s redeeming work in their life/lives? Others
will know that by how the parish shares spiritual power and
lets go of that power so that others are affirmed and built up
with God’s gifts. So, Trinity, “Who Are You Going To Be
Now?”

-The Rev Michael Herman

On June 25-26, Fr. Michael Herman will be officiating his
last weekend service before his final retirement (August 1).
During the month of July, he and Janet will be taking a
“moving vacation.”

On Monday, May 16, the Trinity Worship Committee,
along with Sr. Warden Tom Tabor and two representatives
of the Vestry, met to discuss future worship service plans
in Fr. Mike’s absence. Please take note that the worship
services (5:00 p.m. Saturday; 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Sunday) will remain the same.

During the month of July, Dr. Valerie Fargo will celebrate
the Holy Eucharist at all 3 services on the weekend of July
24. Our Lay Worship Leaders will officiate The Liturgy of
the Word, mainly prayers, readings and songs, on the
weekends of July 3, July 10, July 17, and July 31. We are
grateful to them for their dedication during this time of
change.

Please be assured that your Vestry, Worship Committee,
and Lay Ministry recognize the importance of providing a
plan for a smooth transition. As we finalize schedules, we
will make names and contact information available to you
regarding pastoral care and consultation.

Sincerely, The Trinity Worship Committee
Tom H. Tabor, Senior Warden
Katherine Borrello, Chairperson
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Historical Committee Continues
It’s Busy Schedule

Did you know that Trinity’s Church building will be
125 years old in 2012? With the 1887 corner stone on
the southeast side of the Church, you probably already
knew that. You probably have been thinking of some
great ideas of how to celebrate - we’d like your ideas,
too! We are making plans for a wonderful display
and would like to add your ideas to the celebration.
Please tell a Historical Committee member or leave a
note in our mailbox in the Office of suggestions to
make 2012 even better for Trinity and the
Community!

The Historical Committee continues to collect and
organize newspaper articles from old newspapers
concerning the activities/people of Trinity from the
1850’s to date - Trinity happenings - awards/
recognition, births, deaths of Trinity members. We are
looking forward to these articles becoming a
wonderful historical display in the future. Please drop
the newspapers and/or articles off to a Historical
Committee member or leave them in our mailbox in
the Office.

Since January 2006, Meijer Rewards program has
given Trinity’s Historical Committee $1395.10! We
have used this money for projects and events at
Trinity. Without this money, the funding would have
needed to come from other sources - like Trinity’s
budget. This program works by you using Meijer’s
credit card or paying cashing and showing a card; a
percentage of what you purchase - including Meijer’s
gas - is then sent to Trinity’s Historical Committee.
All you have to do is Sign Up. Just ask a Historical
Committee member or ask in the Office; forms are in
our mailbox. We’d like you to join Meijer Rewards
and help us!

It was very nice to hear the wonderful comments for
the Historical Committee’s recognition on Mother’s
Day weekend for “All Mothers and Daughters of
Trinity.” Glad to hear that the carnations made that
weekend even more memorable! For Father’s Day
weekend, June 18th and June 19th services, we will be
recognizing “All Fathers and Sons of Trinity” with a
special gift. Without “All Mothers and Daughters of
Trinity” and “All Fathers and Sons of Trinity” there
would be no history of Trinity Episcopal Church!
THANK YOU to all for your leadership and
assistance to help make Trinity’s impact in the Bay
City area in the past, now, and into the future!

So you already know who all the members of
Trinity’s Historical Committee - right? Well in case
you don’t remember everyone, here’s the list: Leo

Cub Scouting at Trinity Episcopal Church

We are trying to start a new Cub Scout Pack to meet
at Trinity Episcopal Church beginning with the 2011-
12 school year. This new Cub Scout Pack will serve
any boys in the area (grades 1 through 5) that want to
join and will primarily target those attending
Washington Elementary School. In order to
accomplish this, we need to recruit the initial Scout
Leaders before the first membership drive, or “Round-
Up,” in September. These positions include the
Cubmaster, Committee Chair, and Treasurer, Charter
Organization Representative, Den Leaders and others.
Most importantly, we need the key positions of
Cubmaster and Committee Chair filled if the Pack is
going to be a success. The time required for these
positions can range from a few hours a week to as
little as an hour a year. If you are interested, we can
find a position that matches your availability. Please
contact Tony Hunsberger at 671-1284, or email at
adhscouts@gmail.com or leave a message with the
Trinity church office.

Quilt Raffle

The Quilt Raffle was a large success. We sold 913
tickets for $764.00 with a profit of $638.80. Susan
Harris had the winning ticket and gifted the quilt to her
daughter. Many thanks to all the people involved: Bob
Reif, Shelley Whitehead, Gary Hadden, Jill Rood and
John Markey for selling tickets and to all the people
who purchased tickets.

Borrello, Kerry Brown, Mary K Freel, Diane Rapson
Gabil, Father Mike, Taylor Langstaff, Chuck
Leibrand, Gay McGee, Bob Reif, Sharon Scharich,
Christopher Shannon, and Pat Trahan; with assistance
from Marshall Carter, Suzie Pederson and Ed Benisz.
When you see these people, please THANK them for
all the hours and hours of work - meetings, events,
sorting, organizing - they continue to put in and have
put in - many since 2002!

Signed: Trinity Historical Committee

PS - We are always looking for more people of all
ages to join us!
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Thank you to the
members of the Senior
Choir for their faithful
service this season. Choir
rehearsals  started on
September 2, 2010, and
will end on Sunday, May
22, 2011. Many people do not realize how hard the
choir works each and every week to prepare an
anthem, hymns, and the required service music. We
typically have four or more weeks of music in our
folders and work on three or four hymns at each
rehearsal. During Advent, Christmas and Holy Week
the amount of music we learn is even more substantial.

Singing in the choir does have many benefits. The
most important one is the amount of time we spend in
worship together. The joy of singing and creating
something beautiful is important as well. That makes
the choir an important part of God’s creation. The
fellowship we share is also just as essential as our
music.

We are blessed by the leadership of the Senior Choir
and their devotion to the worship life at Trinity. Please
take the time to thank the members of the choir for
their work this year. Rehearsals in the fall will resume
on Thursday, September 1, 2011. Please think about
joining us. Contact Bob Sabourin for more
information.

Hymn Singing

Summer is here and that usually means a smaller
congregation and no choir leadership. I always try to
select familiar hymns to sing during the summer
months. Hymns are selected however to support the
lectionary readings. They should be related to the rest
of the service and can comment on the scripture texts
and highlight themes in the readings. That means once
in a while something unfamiliar may be sung.

It would help if the congregation was not so spread out
throughout the naive. Please think about sitting
together at the front of the church. That would give
you more confidence and help you all sing better.

Here 1s a wonderful statement about music by the
English poet Robert Bridges.

If we consider and ask ourselves what sort of
music we should wish to hear on entering a
church, we should surely, in describing our
ideal, say, first of all that it must be something
different from what is heard elsewhere; that it

should be a sacred music, devoted to its
purpose; a music whose peace should still
passion, whose dignity should strengthen our
faith, whose beauty should find a home in our
hearts to cheer us in life and death; a music
worthy of the fair temples in which we meet,
and of the holy words of our Liturgy; a music
whose expression of the mystery of things
unseen never allowed any trifling motive to
ruffle the sanctity of its reserve.

Here is another comment about music from the French

abbot St. Bernard of Clairvaux who lived from 1090
to 1153.

Let the chant be full of gravity; ... and whilst it
pleases the ear, let it move the heart. --
Finally, here are Ten Commandments of
congregational singing that I found on line. Let me
know what you think.

TEN COMMANDMENTS OF
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING

1. THOU SHALT SING!

2. THOU SHALT SING with all thy heart, with all thy
soul and with all thy might.

3. THOU SHALT SING FEARLESSLY, striving to
ignore the possible wondering glances of thy
neighbors. Thou shalt know in thy heart that they
would like to sing with thee, if they only had the
nerve. Never lose faith that they will sing with thee if
only thou do continue.

4. THOU SHALT SING JOYFULLY, as it is written
by the prophet Isaiah: "Sing, O Heaven, be joyful, O
Earth, and break forth into Singing, O mountains."

5. THOU SHALT SING REVERENTLY, for music is
prayer.

6. THOU SHALT SING without hesitation, for though
an individual may pray in a whisper or even in
wordless silence, a congregation must sing.

7. THOU SHALT NOT RESIST new melodies, for
we have been taught never to let our prayer become
rigid. Seek to fulfill the words of the Psalmist: "Let us
sing a new song unto the Lord."

8. THOU SHALT NEVER MUMBLE but sing out
loud. Never be deterred by an occasional mistake.

9. THOU SHALT NOT HESITATE to sing with the
choir for they fervently want you to join with them.

10. THOU SHALT NEVER FORGET the words of
the Psalmist: "I will sing unto the Lord as long as I
live." True and certain it is that God loves us when we
work, but He loves us all the more when we sing.
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ST. ELIZABETH'S GUILD

St. Elisabeth’s will meet on the first Tuesday of June,
June 7™. At 10:15AM. In Trinity’s parking lot.
We will car pool from Trinity to Gagetown in the
thumb to visit the Octagon Barn.

We need to let the Barn
know how many people to expect, so
we are asking you to please
RSVP to Elisabeth Campbell

at (989) 684-1555.

This event is open tq gveryone. Please invite a guest.
Bring your own beverage. A sandwich will be
provided by the hostesses.

We look forward to seeing you all.

SEE YOU THERE

o, oo
Yrmeijer
community

rewards”
Please remember to
support Trinity by
showing your Meijer
card every time you

=l /A/z////////,,

S822 2500 a3¢ g{?

shop at Meijer’s. i (&
— < meijer @card’
Thank you! o
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HIDDEN HARVEST Trinity’s choir visited Mary K. Freel’s

940 East Genesee Avenue

Saginaw, Michigan 48605-1982 home parish, St. John’s Episcopal
April 22,2011 in Sandusky Michigan on
Fr. Michael Herman Sunday May 1 ) 2011

Trinity Episcopal Church
815 N. Grant Street
Bay City, Michigan 48708

Dear Fr. Herman,

Thank you for supporting HIDDEN HARVEST and our 2011
fund raising event Celebrating Good Tastes & All That JA4ZZ!
With your recent donation of $100.00 received on 4/11/11. Your
contribution demonstrates a commitment to our community and
the mission and goals of HIDDEN HARVEST in the fight against
hunger.

With your help, HIDDEN HARVEST will exceed our net goal of
$48,000 at our 17" annual fund raising event. Funds raised will
help keep the HIDDEN HARVEST trucks on the road. HIDDEN
HARVEST will rescue and distribute more than 2,100,000
pounds of healthy and nutritious food this year.

Again, thank you for your support. It is greatly appreciated!

Richard J. Premo
President and CEO

Slow down

Walk a little slower, Daddy, said a little child so small.
I’m following in your footsteps and I don’t want to
fall.

Sometimes your steps are very fast; sometimes they’re
hard to see. So walk a little slower, Daddy, for you are

leading me. i m* June is a popular month for weddings. The
Someday when I’m all grown up, you’re what I want m'\'i gospel of John tells about a wgddmg Jesus
to be. Then I will have a little child who’ll want to - attended at Cana. At the reception, he
follow me. T offered a special gift. What was it?
And I would want to lead just right, and know that I A. Money
was true; So walk a little slower, Daddy, for I must B. Pottery
follow you. C. Healing
—Author unknown D. Wine
Father’s Day Sunday June 21, 2011 Answer: (See John 2:1-11.)
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