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Passion Flower - Passiontide - 
Passion Fruit 

Passion Flower. My wife noted for her experience and 
expertise could enable African violets to grow, thrive, 
and flower in the strangest and most severe of climates 
- even Antarctica, I bet. Only last month did I see a 
familiar flower pot in the kitchen sink void of its 
favorite plant: a rarity. Otherwise Janet quietly, 
faithfully and methodically waters, gives occasional 
plant food, churns the soil some, and places the plant in 
the light when the sun decides to shine. 

Me? I don’t even dare touch soil for fear I’ll pull up 
healthy plants and mistakenly encourage weeds to 
flourish. I am the furthest from being a botanist, let 
alone groom myself to become a master gardener (I 
admire those who are). Secretly I enjoy flowers: there, 
I said it. I like how folks build landscaping into their 
homes both inside and out. I am enthused - no, more 
than enthused - I am passionate about giving flowers or 
plants because they are alive, look beautiful, can smell 
sweet - maybe that’s how I’d like all people to be: 
alive, beautiful/handsome, and sweet/kind. 

Passiontide. Palm Sunday through Good Friday 
Scriptures tell me how people have been and can be 
less like flowers and more like rotten bulbs or impotent 
seeds. Palm fronds and leaves hailed Jesus as King of 
Israel and Son of David. But folks changed the palms 
of their hands into raised fists. They also made the 
palms of Jesus’ hands immobile on the wood of a dead 
tree planted in Adam‘s earth. A great legend sprouted 
up that when Christ’s blood from the cross fell in drops 
and settled in the soil, flowers grew. 

I’ve read that the colors and parts of passion flowers 
have been identified as a short-hand, short story of 
symbols about Jesus’ suffering death. According to 
folklore, passionflower got its name because its corona 
resembles the crown of thorns worn by Jesus during 
the crucifixion. Its ten petals and sepals varying from 
magenta blue to white (heaven and purity) represent 
the ten faithful apostles (less Peter the denier and Judas 
the betrayer). The tendrils represent the whips used to 
beat Christ. The five stamens or pollen holders are his 

wounds (including his side) and 
the pointed tips of leaves represent the lance which 
pierced him. 

Passion Fruit 

The passionflower's ripe fruit is an egg-shaped berry 
that may be yellow of a king’s gold or royal purple 
and many are edible. Passionflower and fruit has been 
a calming herb with lemon balm to treat anxiety and 
insomnia. Consuming the fruit or drinking a tea from 
its leaves can increase levels of a natural chemical in 
the brain which lowers the activity of some brain 
cells, making folks more relaxed. 

B&J’s ice cream called “Passion Fruit Sorbet” really 
cools one down, satisfies sweet teeth longings, and 
makes one lick lips of its tasty goodness down to the 
last scraping-of-the-carton spoonful. Shouldn’t there 
be some kind of contest with a reward of one’s 
favorite ice cream every day of the year? 

I wonder if folks had more passion or enthusiasm for 
what Jesus did and who he was, would something else 
besides giving blood-red roses express that passion 
we feel for those we love? Jesus was certainly 
passionate about us, putting aside everything to travel 
light. I wonder if he ever gave flowers to people and 
what kind? 

(Continued on page 2) 
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What kind of flowers would you give to Jesus today? 
Maybe giving him and his Church your passion as a 
thankful sign for all he has given into your care would 
be as good or even better than the flowers or fruits. 
How do you care about what he taught and who is he 
for you? What more have you to learn so that you see 
God’s love faithfully growing and methodically 
flourishing around you? Bloom passionately where 
you are planted and replanted in the spiritual daylight 
savings time of God’s Son. 

-Fr. Mike Herman 

Trinity Episcopal Funeral Notes: 
Recently a member of our parish asked me, the Priest 
to write something about funerals at Trinity. The 
following are some helpful points in planning a 
funeral. 

1)  There is no fee for the Church or the Priest to 
conduct a Funeral/Burial Service at Trinity Episcopal 
Church. A family may make the envelope or check to 
Trinity Episcopal Church and note “Rector’s 
Discretionary Fund” on the check or envelope. There 
is a fee for the Organist, which if making out a check 
is made payable to the Organist’s name and that 
amount is at least $150.00. 

2)  The Prayer Book states: “The coffin is to be closed 
before the service, and it remains closed thereafter. It 
is appropriate that it be covered with a pall or other 
suitable covering.” This applies to wherever the 
funeral occurs in order to bring some closure for 
survivors. If there is a floral spray for the casket, it is 
removed before the Funeral Service, and may be 
placed on the casket after the pall is removed at the 
end. 

3)  Any recorded music to be used is to be given to the 
Priest the day before the funeral or memorial so that it 
can be tested for volume in the church’s sound system. 

4)  Trinity requests the funeral personnel to check with 
the office and Priest at least ½ hour before visitation at 
the church or 1 hour before the funeral at the church. 
The casket will be in the Chapel of the Church and can 
remain open during visitation or can remain closed 
during visitation in the Chapel. If open, immediately 
before the procession into church, the coffin will be 
closed. 

5)  For Cremains, the funeral director/personnel is 
asked to bring the container/box/urn to the Church. If 
there is visitation an hour before the Funeral or Burial 

Service the box will be placed on the Chapel Altar. 
The Priest will carry the box or urn covered with a 
small pall when it is time for the funeral procession 
into church. 

6)  If the committal service is to be conducted in 
Church it will be done at the end of the Funeral 
service. Otherwise, a Commendation will end the 
service with burial or cremation later, depending on 
what the deceased person’s family has arranged. 

7)  Military honors will be done after the recessional 
music/hymn; however, if there is Committal in Church 
or in Trinity’s Columbarium, military honors will be 
after the committal. The 21 Gun Salute will be 
conducted outside per the City’s ordinance. 

8)  Trinity has one presentable stand for photographic 
collages. For more than one collage, the family or 
funeral home will need to supply them. 

9)  If the family wishes to have a luncheon or 
hospitality for guests after the Funeral, they will need 
to contact a catering service or arrange for food and 
beverage themselves. The Parish Hall and kitchen are 
available for lunches and hospitality. 

10) Memorial envelopes are available at Trinity. If 
there are flower arrangements given by family and 
friends, Trinity has two stands as well as arrangements 
may be placed on the piano or organ with a large dish 
to prevent water damage to the instruments – Trinity’s 
Sexton will assist with positioning the floral 
arrangements.   

11)  Communion may or may not be part of the 
Funeral Service. It is customary that the homily or 
prepared eulogy may be delivered by a member of the 
deceased person’s family or a friend at the Lectern or 
in the Pew. Also, the Priest will ask if any persons 
present have brief thoughts or feeling they wish to 
share from their seats about the deceased person. 

12)  The deceased person’s family is asked to meet 
with the Priest in person or by phone or if necessary 
by e-mail and to select readings or music A.S.A.P., so 
that the office staff may prepare a bulletin for use of 
those present during the funeral. The Priest will make 
available sample bulletins with some options for 
readings and music at the meeting with the family. 

13)  If the family wishes to have Altar flowers for the 
funeral, liners for the vases are available and any 
florist may be used. Please notify the office about 
which florist, so that arrangements can be made for the 
florist to have use of the liners. 
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14)  If the Burial Service is to take place at a 
cemetery and the family would like to have the Priest 
present, please have the funeral home or cemetery call 
the office with directions for the Priest.   

15)  Persons assisting with funerals at Trinity are:  
The Rev. Michael Herman, Priest; Mr. Robert 
Sabourin, Organist; Mr. Dennis Hignite, Sexton/
Custodian; Mrs. Debra Weber, Parish Secretary. 
Trinity’s phone number is 989-892-5813; e-mail 
trinitybaycity@chartermi.net 

16)  Trinity Episcopal as of 2010 has eight spaces 
available for cremains in Trinity’s Columbarium. The 
cost set by the Vestry or Board of the Church for 
members of Trinity is $800.00, and the cost for non-
members is $900.00 for a space in which the remains 
of two persons can be placed in the Columbarium. 
There are plaques whose facing looks like that of the 
columbarium’s facings, for those who are buried in 
other cemeteries, but wish to be remembered at 
Trinity. The cost is $500.00 per plaque. 

Obviously not every burial situation can be addressed; 
however, it can be helpful to do some pre-planning 
with a funeral home or cremation society, and more 
importantly with the church and Priest as well. Most 
family members honor their loved one’s wishes at 
death and try to do their best, however, if they have 
no idea or direction they will do what they think 
makes sense.   

Many families have mixed faiths (for example Jewish 
and Christian) or mixed denominations (for example 
Episcopal and Presbyterian). If a Trinity parishioner 
would like a funeral and burial or memorial either at 
Trinity or to have Trinity’s clergy and staff involved, 
the parishioner can help survivors by writing some 
directions about that for their family, and give those 
plans  to the church or a close friend or even someone 
in the legal profession. There is no good or best way 
to die or to make perfect arrangements for burial. One 
can give some direction now, which can bring 
comfort, peace and closure for those who survive us 
and remember us in love. 

Fr. Mike Herman 

(Continued from page 2) A Final Goodbye  
To A Dear Friend… 

On January 28, 2010, we (my mother and 
I) received word that Ruth Greenhoe had 
succumbed to the cancer she had fought 
with such courage, grace, and dignity.  

Ruth had been a loyal and generous 
supporter of the Trinity Card Ministry 
since its inception in February 2001.  She would always include 
an extra dollar or two, a book or a roll of stamps, at every card 
sale.  During the 3 years of her illness, the Ministry reciprocated 
with cards full of love and encouragement.  Ruth would 
continually drop a cheery line of thanks, as was her nature, 
throughout her ordeal. 

On a personal note, we had known Ruth Greenhoe for 62 years.  
In 1948, Edmond Borgioli (our father and husband) became 
superintendent of the Standish Public Schools.  The first teacher 
he hired, in his new role as superintendent, was Kenneth “Pete” 
Greenhoe, Ruth’s husband. This was the beginning of our dear 
friendship with Ruth. 

On the afternoon of January 28th, Fr. Michael Herman called to 
talk about Ruth and inform us of her final arrangements.  We 
shared nostalgic memories with him about our long relationship.  
It was a sad day for us. 

The next day, our spirits were lifted when a lady arrived at both 
our doors with two baskets full of flowers.  They were eclectic 
bouquets of red and purple, yellow and pink, smiling daisies, and 
fragrant roses.  The most beautiful flowers of all were the bursting 
tulips--a sure sign that spring was on its way, a time of rebirth and 
renewal.  They were a gift to us from a loving church through a 
caring priest. 

Over the next few days, as we enjoyed the fragrant scent of the 
fresh bouquets filling our houses, we realized there was a message 
hidden deep inside.  It was a message of love, friendship, and 
everlasting peace.   

God-Speed, Ruth.  We will listen for the “rustle of wings.” 

Love, 

Kathie (Borrello) and 

Mary Jane (Borgioli) 

WANTED--WANTED--WANTED 
 

I have two young people who are trying to 
support their families by turning in scrap 
metal of all kinds. If you have anything you 
want to clear out of your basement or garage, 
let me know. We'll come over and get it. Or, 
if anyone has the need of help this Spring 
cleaning up their yard or garage, we can do 
that ,too. Call me at 892-3000 
Deacon Frank 
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Elizabeth “Gay” McGee is one interesting lady! Gay 
has been a member of Trinity for 53 years. She has 
served on the vestry, the historical committee, and she 
sang in the choir, along with many, many guilds and 
committees.  Gay became an Episcopalian in high 
school, when a friend invited her to attend a service.  
Eventually, her entire family joined.  She has always 
found the Episcopal Church’s message to be inspiring, 
within a highly active membership, and an excellent 
social environment. When Gay moved to Bay City 
from Dearborn, the first piece of mail she received 
was from Trinity. She received a warm welcome, and 
an invitation to join.  Gay loves the people, the 
building, the music and the message.  If she has one 
regret , it is that she no longer writes for Trinity.  Her 
active friendships span multiple generations of Trinity 
members. Gay’s son Jamie says that she will never 
leave Bay City, and that Trinity is doubtless, a 
cornerstone of that commitment. 

Gay was married to Dr. Peter L. McGee (now 
deceased), general surgeon, Chief of Staff, Chief of 
Surgery at Bay Med, Trinity choir member, and 
creator of Lockwood Originals, a miniatures business.  
They had four children. Peter (Woody) lives in 
Bloomington, Indiana. James (Jamie) lives in Sanford, 
MI.  Robert (Bob) lives in California and Susan 
(SuSu) lives  in Chicago. Gay has seven grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren (all from Jamie, so far).  

Who is that familiar face? 
Parishioner Profiles 

by: Nancy Weber Taylor 
Hospitality Committee 
Looking For Volunteers 

Do you like to bake, cook, or help out in the kitchen?  
For anyone not familiar with the Hospitality 
Committee, we would like to take a moment to 
explain what we do. On the second Sunday of every 
month (from September through May) we organize a 
fellowship breakfast for attendees of the 8 AM and 10 
AM Worship services. These breakfasts are a way for 
members of the church to socialize and share 
fellowship.  The Hospitality Committee also puts on 
the Harvest Dinner in the fall. 

Here is how our committee works: Once a month I 
would call you and ask for a donation of your time 
(approximately one to two hours) and breakfast 
casserole and possibly some muffins or a bread for the 
second Sunday of the month. No specific casserole is 
requested; we love all sorts of recipes!  For all you 
chefs out there, this is a fun way to showcase your 
culinary talents with a very minimum time 
commitment.  

I urge you to give us a try.  It is a great committee to 
volunteer for if you are looking to volunteer at church 
but do not have a lot of time.  

If you have any questions or would like to join us, 
please feel free to call me or email at: 

Jill Boudreau-Wallaker (989-928-1561)  
or jill_boudreau@hotmail.com 

Gay was valedictorian of her high school class in 
Tecumseh, MI.  She attended Dennison College and is 
a graduate of the University of Michigan’s School of 
Journalism.  She was named Outstanding Night Editor 
for the UofM Campus Newspaper, two years in a row, 
was a reporter at the Detroit News and the Bay City 
Times.  After her retirement, she became very active 
in the Bay County Historical Society Museum. Gay’s 
interests have ranged from house painting, to writing, 
piano and organ playing, downhill and cross country 
skiing, traveling, teaching English in Osaka, Japan, 
bridge, crosswords, politics, exercise and walking, 
reading and history.  She was a member of the 
Association of University Women, Bay City Garden 
Club, and Women’s Auxiliary for Bay Medical 
Center. 

Be sure to greet Gay and her son, Jamie (never far 
from her side) at Sunday services.  
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known but deserve to be sung because they have stood 
the test of time. 

ORGAN REPERTOIRE 

I will be playing a few pieces of organ music that are 
new to me that were composed by J. S. Bach. March 
21, 2010 is the 385 anniversary of Bach’s birth and 
musicians all over the world will be recognizing this 
important date. I am learning pieces from a collection 
of chorale preludes called the “Neumeister Chorales” 
that were unknown until they were published in 1985. 
The were written when Bach was only 15 years old. 
Here is the history of the collection. 

In 1852 Lowell Mason, a well-known American hymn 
writer and scholar, bought at auction a large collection 
of music that had belonged to J.C. H. Rinick an 
organist at Darmstadt, Germany. Mason later gave the 
collection to Yale University, where he was a 
professor. Included in it was a compilation by an 
unknown copyist of 83 chorale preludes for organ. Of 
these, 38 were attributed to J. S. Bach; four to his 
uncle, J. C. Bach; and 26 to his father-in-law, J. M. 
Bach. Others bear the name of Johann Pachelbel, F.W. 
Zachau, G. A. Sorge, and D. Erich; five are not 
credited. 

For nearly 120 years this book, still in excellent 
condition, lay almost unnoticed among the properties 
of the John Herrick Jackson Music Library at Yale. 
There it was examined by the leading Bach scholar, 
Christoph Wolff, of Harvard University. Accustomed 
to finding many works falsely attributed to J. S. Bach, 
Wolff was pleased to recognize five well-known 
pieces to be by Bach’s own hand. He was far more 
astonished, however to realize that the 33 other 
chorales bearing Bach’s name were almost certainly 
authentic as well and entirely unknown. These are 
clearly early works, predating the Orgelbuchlein. But, 
as Wolff puts it, “Already there is innovation. There is 
a degree of originality and sophistication that is really 
quite remarkable.” 

ORGAN BELLS? I have had a few comments about 
the use of the Zimbelstern. Here is what Wikipedia has 
to say about the stop. The Zimbelstern (meaning 
"Cymbal Star" in German, also spelled Cymbelstern or 
Zymbelstern) is an organ stop consisting of a metal or 
wooden star or wheel on which several small bells are 
mounted. When engaged, the star rotates, producing a 
continuous tinkling sound. It was common in northern 
Europe, Germany in particular, throughout the 16th, 
17th, and 18th centuries. After about 1700, the bells 
were tuned to particular notes. The device is probably 
most effective as a foil to light Baroque counterpoint 
of an upbeat nature, or hymns registered using a 
principal chorus of diapason stops. 

HYMN SELECTION 

I thought people might 
like to know how hymns 
are selected for worship. 
There are a variety of 
ways to choose hymns. 
The seasons of the 

church year, the scripture readings for a particular day, 
the theme of the sermon and or a series of sermons are 
the most common ways that hymns are selected. The 
text is what really determines the use of a specific 
hymn even though it is the melody we remember. 

Right now Father Mike is preaching a series on 
stewardship that started in January and will go through 
April. He is selecting hymns to support that series. 
When I select the hymns I always start with the 
scripture readings. There are also many published 
guides that aid in selecting the hymns. Since we are 
now following the Revised Common Lectionary we 
have resources from other denominations as well. 

We currently use hymns from four different hymnals. 
They are: 

“The Hymnal 1982” 
Published in 1985 

“Wonder Love and Praise” 
A Supplement to The Hymnal 1982 published in 1997 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing II” 
An African American Hymnal published in 1993 

“Voice Found” 
Published in 2003 

We also occasionally use hymns that are in public 
domain. That means anything published before 1923 
can be used under the fair use policy of the United 
States copyright law. 

A good way to start understanding the use of hymns is 
by looking at the Table of Contents at the beginning of 
“The Hymnal 1982”. There are hymns for the Daily 
Offices, and specific sessions and days in the Church 
Year as well as other sections for a variety of uses 
which include funerals and weddings. 

After all of the above information is checked there are 
other considerations when selecting hymns. Do we 
know the hymn, can we sing the hymn, how often 
have we sung the hymn and does the hymn fit the 
place in the service where it will be sung are just a few 
of the other issues. I also consider the tempo, the key, 
the range of the melody, and the sing-ability of the 
melody. 

Of course there are the classics that every parish 
should know. Sometimes the classics are not well 
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On the Way to Jerusalem:  
A Lenten Journey 

Our Lenten Study for 2010 is titled On the Way to 
Jerusalem: A Lenten Journey. We will explore the 
Christian life through reflection on the appointed 
Gospel readings for the Sundays in Lent. On the Way 
to Jerusalem invites us to spend an intentional time 
with Jesus and to deepen our faith as we walk with 
him on his journey to Jerusalem. The study will 
continue on March 9, 16, 23, and 30 at 6:00 pm for 
soup supper and 6:30 pm for study. Materials for the 
study will be available at the entrances and in the 
church office. 

EASTER FLOWERS and 
FRIENDS OF MUSIC FUND 

 Donations to Trinity's Easter Flower & Music Funds 
provide the flower arrangements, decorations, and 
guest musicians that we enjoy during the Easter 
Season. 

For the Easter flowers 
please give a minimum gift of $15.00. 

DEADLINE:  Sunday, March 14, 2010 
 

I would like to contribute $________________ to the 
Trinity Easter Flower Fund. 
 

I would like to contribute $________________ to the 
Friends of Music Fund. 
 

Please make checks to Trinity Episcopal Church. 
Indicate on the check "Easter Flowers" or " Friends of 
Music Fund". Place your check along with a copy of 
this form in an envelope and please seal the envelope 
then place it in the offering plate or return it to the 
parish office. 
Your Name: ________________________________ 
 

This contribution is given: (check one) 
 

1.)______  In grateful thanksgiving (e.g. blessings 
received), for an important person in your life, an 
anniversary, or birthday: 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
2.)______  In loving memory of: 
  
Name:______________________________________ 
  
Name:______________________________________ 

Irish Hymn Sing! 
Trinity will host our second Irish Hymn Sing on 
Sunday, March 14, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. 

We will again sing the most familiar Irish hymns in 
The Hymnal 1982. 

Other performers will include our own Reivers and the 
Varsity Choir from Central High School under the 
direction of Amy Hughes. 

The program and is free and open to the public. 

Saginaw Valley Convocation 
Report 

February 2010 
The meeting began with the roll call and then a Bible 
Study. The Bible Study was given by the new Dean, 
The Very Rev. Robert Skirving from St. John’s 
Midland. Dean Skirving followed the Diocese Lenten 
Study on the Way to Jerusalem written by Dr. Val 
Fargo. 
The next items of business were the Secretary’s Report 
and the Treasures Report, both were read and approved. 
Grants were discussed next. A grant request from the 
Mission Task Force for a mission trip to Eagle Butte 
was discussed.  We decided to table this grant until 
next month’s meeting, because we think that the 
diocese has a fund to cover this type of need.  Finally 
we approved $3,500 dollars for St. Alban’s hearing 
impaired program. 
There was no old business to discuss, we went on to 
new business, here we discussed a training program on 
training parish members to set up and run programs to 
help the needy. This would be based on St. John 
Midland’s Program, St. Paul, Saginaw’s Program, and 
Trinity’s Food of Faith Program.  A committee was 
formed to look into these programs and to feature their 
successes.  
On this note we had our closing prayer and adjured the 
meeting. 


